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Fiction/Nonfiction Picture Books 
  
Aardema, Verna.  Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears: A West African Tale 
"In this Caldecott Medal winner, Mosquito tells a story that causes a jungle disaster.” (Booklist) 
  
Adler, David.   Things That Float and Things That Don't 
“David A. Adler's clear, concise text and Anna Raff's delightful illustrations explain the basic principles of flotation 
and density in a way that will really sink in.” (Publisher) 
  
Agee, Jon.   Milo's Hat Trick 
“Agee displays his masterful drollery to particularly good effect in this tale of a semiskilled magician in need of a 
good trick.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Alexander, Kwame.    Surf's Up 
"A sunny day near the ocean means different kinds of excitement for frog friends Bro and Dude.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Alexie, Sherman; illus. Yuyi Morales. Thunder Boy Jr. 
"An expertly crafted, soulful, and humorous work that tenderly explores identity, culture, and the bond between 
father and son.” (Kirkus Reviews)   
  
Arnold, Tedd.   No More Water in the Tub!  
“William is getting ready for his bath when the faucet breaks, sending him and his tub surfing through the building!” 
(School Library Journal) 
  
Arnosky, Jim.   Shimmer & Splash: The Sparkling World of Sea Life  
“Arnosky's prose is both solidly informational and lyrical as it introduces each animal … Shaded pencil drawings of 
sea life with brief, handwritten descriptions add to the sense that readers are in the field alongside Arnosky.” 
(Publishers Weekly) 
  
Asim, Jabari; illus. E.B. Lewis. Preaching to the Chickens: The Story of Young John Lewis 
“A glimpse into the childhood whimsy of an important African-American congressman who has become famous for 
his words.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Aston, Dianna Hutts.  A Nest Is Noisy 
“From tiny bee hummingbird nests to orangutan nests high in the rainforest canopy, an incredible variety of nests 
are showcased here in all their splendor.” (Publisher) 
  
Aston, Dianna Hutts; illus. Sylvia Long.  A Seed Is Sleepy 
“In this follow up to An Egg Is Quiet (2006), the creators offer another beautifully illustrated introduction to an 
aspect of the natural world.” (Booklist) 



  
Austrian, J.J.   Worm Loves Worm 
"Two worms in love decide to get married, and with help from Cricket, Beetle, Spider, and the Bees they have 
everything they need and more, but which one will be the bride and which the groom?" (Publisher) 
  
Aylesworth, Jim.  My Grandfather's Coat 
“A tailor's very old overcoat is recycled numerous times over the years into a variety of garments and other uses.” 
(Publisher) 
  
Bahk, Jane.   Juna's Jar 
“After her best friend, Hector, moves away, Juna's brother, Minho, tries to make her feel better by finding things to 
put in her special kimchi jar. Each night, whatever is in the jar takes her on a magical journey in search of Hector.” 
(Publisher) 
  
Baldacchino, Christine.  Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress 
“A young boy faces adversity from classmates when he wears an orange dress at school.” (Publisher) 
  
Bang, Molly.   When Sophie Gets Angry – Really, Really Angry… 
“A young girl is upset and doesn't know how to manage her anger but takes the time to cool off and regain her 
composure.” (Publisher) 

  
Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta. Duck, Duck, Moose! 
“Two ducks plus one moose equals mayhem, mischief and true friendship.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Barnett, Mac.   Leo: A Ghost Story 
"Leo, like any child, hopes for acceptance, but it's hard to find friendship when one is a ghost." (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Barnett, Mac.   Sam and Dave Dig a Hole 
“Their quest to find the spectacular brings them painfully and humorously close to buried jewels as they spade their 
way into the ground, accompanied by an intrepid canine companion.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Beaty, Andrea.   Rosie Revere, Engineer 
“Rhymed couplets convey the story of a girl who likes to build things but is shy about it.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Beaty, Daniel.   Knock Knock: My Dad's Dream for Me 
"A boy wakes up one morning to find his father gone. At first, he feels lost. But his father has left him a letter filled 
with advice to guide him through the times he cannot be there." (Publisher) 
  
Becker, Aaron.   Journey; Quest; Return (Journey wordless trilogy) 
In Journey, a lonely young girl, getting no attention from her family, enters a fantasy world through a door that she 
draws with red crayon on her bedroom wall. In Quest, the girl who starred in Journey and the boy introduced at the 
end must use their crayons to defeat the enemy of a desperate king’s realm. In the finale, Return, the girl enters the 
fantasy world again, but this time her father joins her.  
  
Becker, Helaine.  Alphabest 
"A sunny day at the park turns to madcap adventure when a hero who is brave, braver, bravest tries to catch a 
villain who may be quick, quicker, quickest. Join this wacky, wackier, wackiest cast of characters as they run, jump, 
ride and eat their way through a carnival of adjectives." (Publisher) 
  
Berger, Melvin and Gilda Berger. Scholastic True or False: Baby Animals 
Asks readers a true or false question about baby animals that the reader can find the answer to by turning the page. 
 
 
 



Berger, Melvin and Gilda Berger.     Scholastic True or False: Reptiles 
Asks readers a true or false question about the physical characteristics, diet, or behavior of reptiles that the reader 
can find the answer to by turning the page. 
  
Bingham, Kelly.   Circle, Square, Moose 
“When Zebra and his enthusiastic friend Moose are asked to exit a book about shapes, Moose has other plans.” 
(Publisher) 
  
Bishop, Nic.   Spiders   
“Striking close-up and highly magnified photos of a wide variety of spiders are the heart of this fascinating and 
versatile introduction to the order.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Bishop, Nic.   Snakes 
“Introduces snakes and provides information on their physical characteristics, how they hunt, and why some snakes 
are poisonous.” (Publisher) 

  
Blake, Quentin.   The Five of Us 
"Angie, Ollie, Simona, Mario and Eric are five fantastic friends, each of whom has an unusual ability. Disaster strikes 
on a day out to the countryside but, working together and combining their individual powers, the Fantastic Five 
save the day." (Publisher) 
  
Boyd, Lizi.   Big Bear, Little Chair 
"In pictures and simple text the book presents unexpected opposites, like a big zebra sweeping with a little broom, 
or a big lion riding in a tiny wagon." (Publisher) 
  
Brocket, Jane.   Cold, Crunchy, Colorful: Using Our Senses   
"Combining simple text with gorgeous photos, the latest addition to Jane Brocket's Clever Concepts series 
encourages children to use all five of their senses (and the corresponding body parts associated with those senses) 
to investigate the world around them." (Publisher) 
  
Brocket, Jane.   Rainy, Sunny, Blowy, Snowy: What Are Seasons? 
“Using simple language full of rich and playful adjectives, Brocket briefly explores each of the seasons.” (School 
Library Journal) 
  
Brown, Don.   Odd Boy Out: Young Albert Einstein  
“Kids won’t need to understand relativity to appreciate Einstein’s passage from lonely oddball to breathtaking 
genius.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Brown, Monica.  Maya's Blanket / La manta de Maya 
"When a little girl's cherished baby blanket becomes old and worn, it is made into a dress, and over the years it is 
made into even smaller and smaller items, eventually ending up as a bookmark and inspiring the creation of a 
book." (Publisher) 
  
Brown, Monica; illus. Rafael Lopez. Tito Puente, Mambo King / Tito Puente, Rey del Mambo 
“Brown and Lopez collaborate in this energetic bilingual tribute to salsa drummer and band leader extraordinaire. 
Lopez’s pictures convey salsa’s rhythmic exuberance via a riotous palette. A vibrant, reverent celebration of the 
godfather of salsa.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Brown, Peter.   Mr. Tiger Goes Wild 
“There’s a lot to go wild for in this picture book celebration of individuality and self-expression.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Bunting, Eve.   Yard Sale 
"When her parents hold a yard sale to downsize prior to moving, Callie experiences mixed emotions until she 
realizes she still has what's most important." (Kirkus Reviews) 



Butterworth, Christine.  See What a Seal Can Do 
“A lyrical portrait of seal characteristics and life explains how seals appear to be slow and sleepy creatures on land 
but are powerful, graceful and dynamic animals under the water who cleverly outmaneuver predators and skillfully 
catch fishy dinners.” (Publisher) 
  
Buzzeo, Tony.   One Cool Friend 
“Elliot, a very proper young man, feels a kinship with the penguins at the aquarium and wants to take one home 
with him.” (Publisher) 
  
Cabatingan, Erin.  A Is for Musk Ox 
“Musk Ox takes over an alphabet book, explaining to his friend Zebra why almost every letter can be used to 
describe musk oxen.” (Publisher) 
  
Campoy, Isabel F. and Theresa Howell; illus. Rafael López.  Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art   
        Transformed a Neighborhood 
“In a neighborhood full of gray, young Mira shares her colorful art (and heart) with the world beyond her 
window.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Carnavas, Peter.    Jessica's Box 
“A little girl who is new to school uses a cardboard box to make friends.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Cate, Annette LeBlanc.  Look Up! Bird Watching in Your Own Backyard 
“Small and accessible, this is jam-packed with accurate information likely to increase any potential birder's 
enthusiasm and knowledge.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Chen, Chih-Yuan.  Guji Guji 
“Guji Guji, a crocodile hatched and raised by a mother duck, must come up with a plan to save his family when a 
trio of bad crocodiles try to convince him to serve up his relatives for their dinner.” (Publisher) 
  
Colato Laínez, René.  Señor Pancho Had a Rancho 
“Colato Laínez (The Tooth Fairy Meets El Ratón Pérez, 2010) presents a bicultural rendition of ‘Old MacDonald Had a 
Farm,’ one of the most widely known and loved children's songs.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Cole, Henry.   Big Bug 
“Beginning with a bug, various objects are revealed as being big and small in comparison with other objects on a 
farm under the big, big sky.” (Publisher) 
  
Cole, Henry.     Spot, the Cat 
“In this wordless picture book, a cat named Spot ventures out an open window and through a city on a journey, 
while his owner tries to find him.” (Publisher) 
  
Colón, Raúl.   Draw! 
“In this wordless picture book, a boy who is confined to his room fills his sketch pad with lions and elephants, then 
imagines himself on a safari.” (Publisher) 
  
Coombs, Kate.     Water Sings Blue: Ocean Poems 
"Twenty-three poems and evocative watercolor paintings pay tribute to the wonders of the ocean world.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Cooper, Elisha.   Train 
“This delightful picture book delivers the literal and figurative rush of cross-country rail travel as it tracks a variety 
of trains, beginning with a New York commuter line and ending with a high-speed train pulling into a California 
terminal.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/search/?q=Ra%C3%BAl%20Col%C3%B3n;t=author


Copeland, Misty.  Firebird 
“With the aid of his magical horse, Ptitsa, a young archer fulfills the increasingly difficult requests of Tsar Ivan and 
wins the hand of Princess Vassilissa.” (Publisher) 
  
Cousins, Lucy.   Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales  
“A fresh look at eight classic stories, told with bold language and vibrant pictures.” (Publisher) 
  
Cowley, Joy.    Chameleon, Chameleon 
“In a lush companion to Red-Eyed Tree Frog (1999), a brilliant blue and green panther chameleon runs out of food 
in his tree and descends to the forest floor in search of a more populated hunting ground.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Cronin, Doreen.  Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type 
“When Farmer Brown's cows find a typewriter in the barn they start making demands and go on strike when the 
farmer refuses to give them what they want.” (Publisher) 
  
Cunnane, Kelly.   Deep in the Sahara 
“An Arab girl of the Sahara who wants to wear a malafa, the veiled dress worn by her mother and older sister, 
learns that the garment represents beauty, mystery, tradition, belonging, and faith.” (Publisher) 
  
Davies, Nicola.    I (Don't) Like Snakes 
"A young girl learns facts about snakes, including their behavior, physical characteristics, and eating habits, to 
overcome her trepidation." (Publisher) 
  
Daywalt, Drew.   The Day the Crayons Quit 
“When Duncan arrives at school one morning, he finds a stack of letters, one from each of his crayons,  
complaining about how he uses them.” (Publisher) 

  
Daywalt, Drew.    The Day the Crayons Came Home 
"Duncan's crayons are back in this comical sequel to The Day the Crayons Quit (2013), and this time they  
need to be rescued." (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Dempsey, Kristy.  A Dance Like Starlight: One Ballerina’s Dream 
“An African American girl from Harlem dreams of becoming a prima ballerina in this beautifully written narrative, 
which is also a tribute to Janet Collins, who, in 1951, was the ‘first colored prima ballerina’ to perform at the 
Metropolitan Opera.” (School Library Journal) 
  
Derby, Sally.     Sunday Shopping 
"As comfortable as a Sunday afternoon with Grandma, Derby's picture book sneaks a wee bit of financial literacy 
into her story of playtime and imagination." (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Diggs, Taye.   Mixed Me 
"Told in rhyming text, Mike is a mixed-race boy, completely comfortable with his identity and his parents--and his 
wild, curly hair." (Publisher) 
 
Dominguez, Angela.  María Had a Little Llama / María Tenía Una Llamita 
“In this bilingual version of the classic rhyme, Maria takes her llama to school one day.” (Publisher) 
  
Dorros, Arthur.   Papá and Me 
“The exuberant art and simple text convey the dreamlike perfect happiness of a young boy’s joyous day with his 
beloved Papá.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Dyckman, Ame.   Wolfie the Bunny 
“When her parents find a baby wolf on their doorstep and decide to raise him as their own, Dot is certain he will eat 
them all up until a surprising encounter with a bear brings them closer together.” (Publisher) 



 Duke, Kate.   In the Rainforest 
“A lively introduction to the rainforest combines illustrations and diagrams with explanations about the abundant 
plant and animal life that can be found there.” (Publisher) 
  
Dunn, Mary R.   Copperheads 
"Simple text and full-color photographs describe copperhead snakes." (Publisher) 
  
Eaton, Jason Carter.  How to Train a Train 
“A whimsical guide to training a "pet train" instructs young enthusiasts about important issues including where 
trains live, what they like to eat, and how to get them to perform the best train tricks.” (Publisher) 
  
Elya, Middleton Susan.  Little Roja Riding Hood 
“This spirited interpretation of a classic fairy tale successfully mixes magic and reality, as well as Spanish and English 
words.” (Kirkus Reviews)  

  
Engle, Margarita.   Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl's Courage Changed Music 
"Follows a girl in the 1920s as she strives to become a drummer, despite being continually reminded that only boys 
play the drums, and that there has never been a female drummer in Cuba." (Publisher) 
  
Escoffier, Michaël.    Where's the Baboon? 
"As the cover art teases, this is both a game and a riddle book, with clever illustrations providing clues.” (Publisher) 
  
Fan, Terry and Eric Fan.  The Night Gardener 
“Grimloch Lane is a gray place where individuals trudge along wrapped in their own thoughts, until a man carrying 
 a ladder and tools enters their sphere.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Faulconer, Maria.  A Mom for Umande 
“At the center of this tale based on a true story is an adorable baby gorilla whose mother does not know how to 
take care of him.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Florian, Douglas.  Shiver Me Timbers: Pirate Poems and Paintings 
“Arr! 'Tis a bonny day indeed when piratical inclinations are recorded with such florid nastiness as that found in  
this stellar collection of seagoing poems for salty dogs.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Florian, Douglas.    The Wonderful Habits of Rabbits 
"The habits of rabbits are many, not few, with plenty of things that they love to do!" (Publisher) 
  
Fogliano, Julie.   And Then It's Spring 
“A boy plants seeds in late winter's brown, barren earth and vigilantly watches for green sprouts alongside his 
companions (a dog, turtle, rabbit and bird).” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Fogliano, Julie.   If You Want to See a Whale 
"The boy, his dog and bird rear back in wonder; readers will gape at the two enormous, whale-sized talents at work 
in this transfixing picture book.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Fox, Mem.   The Magic Hat 
“Hopping from head to head, a wizard's errant hat works a quick series of transformations in this giddy, rhymed 
episode.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Frazee, Marla.   A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever 
“James and Eamon spend a week with Bill and Pam, Eamon's grandparents, while they take in a week of nature 
camp—a week that turns out to be ‘the best week ever.’” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
 



Frazee, Marla.   The Farmer and the Clown 
In this wordless picture book, a “solitary farmer on an empty plain receives the most unlikely visitor.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Gall, Chris.   Dog vs. Cat 
“A dog and a cat, both newly adopted and forced to share a room, do not get along until a howling, smelly, 
terrifying newcomer unites them in a common cause.” (Publisher) 
  
Gorbachev, Valeri.  Turtle's Penguin Day  
“After hearing a bedtime story about penguins, Turtle dresses as a penguin for school and soon the entire class is 
having a penguin day.” (Publisher) 
  
Graham, Bob.     How the Sun Got to Coco's House 
"The sun takes readers on a world tour as it makes its way to each new dawning horizon." (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Graham, Bob.   How to Heal a Broken Wing 
“When Will finds a bird with a broken wing, he takes it home and cares for it, hoping in time it will be able to return  
to the sky.” (Publisher) 
  
Gravett, Emily.   Little Mouse's Big Book of Fears  
“Little Mouse draws pictures of some of the many things he is afraid of, including creepy crawlies, sharp knives, 
and having accidents, and provides the correct scientific name for each of his fears.” (Publisher) 
  
Gravett, Emily.   The Odd Egg  
“Duck is trying to hatch the oddest egg of all.” (Publisher) 
  
Gravett, Emily.      Spells 
“What if you found a book of spells—but wished it were something else? This smiling green frog would prefer a 
book about boats, to spur his pirate imagination onto the seven seas, or about castles, to help him picture kissing  
a princess.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Guiberson, Brenda.   The Most Amazing Creature in the Sea 
“Following the format of their The Greatest Dinosaur Ever (2013), Guiberson and Spirin offer answers to that 
question from a dozen amazing sea creatures, plus a passel of helpers.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Hale, Christy.   Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building 
"Hale turns her educated eye to modern and contemporary architecture and produces a book that is at once 
groundbreaking, child-friendly and marvelously inclusive.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
   
Haughton, Chris.  Shh! We Have a Plan 
"In a gorgeous nocturnal landscape of deep purples and blues, four figures go marching along. ... They tiptoe 
towards the bird with hilariously expressive body language... In a breathtakingly rich spread, a flock of colorful, 
jewel-toned birds appear and drive the schemers into retreat.”  (School Library Journal) 
  
Heide, Florence Parry.  Princess Hyacinth: The Surprising Tale of a Girl Who Floated  
“Princess Hyacinth is bored and unhappy sitting in her palace every day because, unless she is weighed down by 
specially-made clothes, she will float away, but her days are made brighter when kite-flying Boy stops to say hello.” 
(Publisher) 
  
Henkes, Kevin.   Birds  
“This brief introduction to birds focuses on such basic features as their different colors and sizes. Soft acrylic 
paintings that appear as spreads, vignettes, and framed scenes match a text that perfectly conveys the young 
narrator's fascination with the birds in her environment.” (School Library Journal) 
  



Henkes, Kevin.   Lilly's Big Day 
“When her teacher, Mr. Slinger, announces that he is going to marry Ms. Shotwell, the school nurse, the 
indomitable Lilly takes her role as flower girl at their wedding for granted.” (School Library Journal) 

  
Henkes, Kevin.    Waiting 
"Five friends sit happily on a windowsill, waiting for something amazing to happen." (Publisher) 

  
Henkes, Kevin.   Wemberly Worried 
“A mouse named Wemberly, who worries about everything, finds that she has a whole list of things to worry about 
when she faces the first day of nursery school.” (Publisher) 
  
Hirsh, Rebecca E.; illus. Mia Posada. Plants Can't Sit Still 
“Double page spreads of watercolor and collage use minimal words to describe how and why plants move.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
 Hoberman, Mary Ann.  You Read to Me, I'll Read to You series  
A read-aloud collection of poems, short fables, short stories, short tall tales, etc.  
  
Hoffman, Mary.  Amazing Grace  
“Although a classmate says that she cannot play Peter Pan in the school play because she is black, Grace discovers 
that she can do anything she sets her mind to do.” (Publisher) 
  
Hoffman, Mary.  Princess Grace 
“Grace longs to be chosen to be a princess in the town parade.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Hoffman, Mary.  The Great Big Book of Feelings 
“Explores the host of emotions that children can feel, including happiness, sadness, anger, loneliness, fear, and 
embarrassment.” (Publisher) 
  
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Knit Your Bit: A World War I Story 
“When his father leaves to fight in World War I, Mikey joins the Central Park Knitting Bee to help knit clothing for 
soldiers overseas.” (Publisher) 
  
Horowitz, Ruth.   Big Surprise in the Bug Tank    
“The built-in ‘Ewwww!’ factor will draw new readers like ants to a picnic in this follow-up to Breakout at the Bug 
Lab (2001).” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Idle, Molly.   Flora and the Flamingo 
“In this wordless book with interactive flaps, a friendship develops between a girl named Flora and a graceful 
flamingo, as they learn to dance together.” (Publisher) 
  
Jackson, Richard; illus. Jerry Pinkney. In Plain Sight 
“Readers will tune up their observation skills while spending time with a grandfather and granddaughter who keep 
life interesting.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Jeffers, Oliver.     Once Upon an Alphabet 
"From an Astronaut who's afraid of heights, to a Bridge that ends up burned between friends, to a Cup stuck in a 
cupboard and longing for freedom, this series of interconnected stories and characters explores the alphabet." 
(Publisher) 
  
Jenkins, Emily.     The Fun Book of Scary Stuff 
"With the help of his two dogs, a boy attempts to tackle his fears—both imagined and real." (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
 



Jenkins, Emily.   Skunkdog 
“Dumpling, a lonely dog with no sense of smell, moves with his family to the country and makes a new friend who 
takes some getting used to.” (Publisher) 
  
Jenkins, Steve.     Egg: Nature's Perfect Package 
"Explore how a simple, often colorful, sometimes surprisingly shaped package, reveals nature's life cycle, unusual 
animal defensive strategies, parenting behavior, evolution, and more.” (Publisher) 
  
Jenkins, Steve.   Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World 
“The evolution of the eye and the surprising ways animals see the world are displayed in a thoughtfully designed 
and engagingly illustrated album.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Jenkins, Steve and Robin Page.  How to Swallow a Pig: Step-by-Step Advice from the Animal Kingdom 
“With tongues firmly in cheeks, a pair of animal admirers offers step-by-step instructions for engaging in some 
surprising animal behaviors.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Jin-Ho, Jung.   Look Up! 
“What can sidewalk activity mean to someone high above on a balcony?” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
 Johnson, Angela.  Julius 
“Maya has always wanted a horse or an older brother, but her traveling Grandaddy brings her an Alaskan pig 
instead.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Joyce, William.   Dinosaur Bob and His Adventures with the Family Lazardo 
“While vacationing in Africa, the Lazardo family finds and brings back to America a friendly dinosaur that becomes 
the talk of the town.” (Publisher) 
  
Judge, Lita.   Born in the Wild: Baby Mammals and Their Parents 
"Small humans whose parents read to them will find fellow feeling with the well-cared-for wild babies in these 
pages.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Judge, Lita.     Flight School  
“Little Penguin, who has the self-proclaimed ‘soul of an eagle,’ wants to fly.” (School Library Journal) 
  
Judge, Lita.   How Big Were Dinosaurs? 
"The title question is answered engagingly with comparisons of a handful of dinosaurs to objects and animals 
children will readily recognize.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Kajikawa, Kimiko.  Tsunami!  
“Through quick thinking and personal sacrifice, a wise old Japanese farmer saves the people of his village from a 
devastating tsunami in this simple yet striking story based on Lafcadio Hearn's ‘A Living God.’" (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Kelly, Irene.   Even an Ostrich Needs a Nest: Where Birds Begin 
“From the North American bald eagle to the Australian brush-turkey, the nesting habits of 40 different birds are 
briefly explored.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Khan, Hena.                     Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns: A Muslim Book of Colors 
“A sophisticated color-concept book featuring a contemporary family introduces Islam to young Muslims and 
children who don't practice this faith.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Khan, Rukhsana.  King for a Day 
"Set in Pakistan during Basant, ‘the most exciting day of the year,’ this story focuses on the strength and 
resourcefulness of a child in a wheelchair as he navigates the skies at the spring kite festival.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  



Kim, Hanmin.     Tiptoe Tapirs 
"Tapir's courage and quiet steps show a leopard how to change his ways and avoid a human hunter.” (Publisher) 
Translated from Korean. 
  
Klassen, Jon.   I Want My Hat Back 
“Klassen's coy effort combines spare illustration, simple, repetitive text and a "payback's a bear" plot.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Klassen, Jon.   That Is Not My Hat 
“Klassen combines spare text and art to deliver no small measure of laughs in another darkly comic 
haberdashery whodunit.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Kleber, Dori; illus. G. Brian Karas. More-Igami 
“Joey loves things that fold, like maps, his accordion, and even his foldaway bed, so when he sees a classmate's 
mother folding an origami crane, he's captivated.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
 Knudsen, Michelle.  Library Lion 
“When a lion wanders into a small town public library the Head Librarian, Miss Merriweather, brushes off the 
protestations of her realistically officious colleague Mr. McBee and allows it to stay—so long as it keeps quiet, 
doesn’t run and makes itself useful cleaning books and licking envelopes while waiting for storytime to begin.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Kobald, Irena.     My Two Blankets 
"A homesick little girl who has recently moved to an unfamiliar country comforts herself by clinging to an old 
blanket, but when she meets a new friend, the relationship helps her take her first steps into a new culture." 
(Publisher) 
  
Krans, Kim.     ABC Dream 
"A wordless alphabet book becomes an identification game.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
   
Kuhlman, Evan; illus. Chuck Groenink. Hank's Big Day: The Story of a Bug 
“Pill bug Hank's day moves from ordinary to extraordinary when Amelia, a dark skinned girl with huge eyes and 
black braids, gives him a ride on her pilot's helmet.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Larsen, Andrew; illus. Mike Lowery. A Squiggly Story 
“A positive tale of how a story can emerge organically from an inkling of an idea to an imaginative literary 
excursion—even at the hands of preliterate kids.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Lawson, JonArno.    Sidewalk Flowers 
"In this wordless picture book, a little girl collects wildflowers while her distracted father pays her little attention. 
Each flower becomes a gift, and whether the gift is noticed or ignored, both giver and recipient are transformed by 
their encounter.” (Publisher) 
  
Lee, Suzy.   Wave 
“Five gulls and a little girl play with the tide in this beach adventure that lacks text but provides plot aplenty.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Light, Steve.    Swap! 
"A broken down captain and his young, peg-legged mate rediscover an ages old system to rebuild their battered 
ship without spending a penny.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Ling, Mary.   Amazing Crocodiles & Reptiles (Eyewitness Juniors series) 
“Mysteries such as why the Nile croc lays eggs on her foot and why alligators have nostrils on top of their heads are 
explained in an examination of the world's most remarkable reptiles.” (Publisher)   

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/dori-kleber/more-igami/
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Litchfield, David.  The Bear and the Piano 
“In the forest, a little bear discovers an object he's never seen before—a piano. At first the cub isn't sure about the 
strange device, but over time he comes to love the instrument and the music.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Litwin, Eric.   Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes (Pete the Cat series) 
“An imperturbable blue cat walks along and sings his song regardless of what he steps in.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
London, Jonathan.   Hippos Are Huge!  
"Hippos are huge, graceful and dangerous, as depicted in this colorful, informative book for the youngest 
naturalists.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Lyon, George Ella.  Planes Fly! 
"This exciting invitation to take to the air is one energetic and entertaining journey for adventurers and aviation 
lovers alike.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
MacLachlan, Patricia.  The Iridescence of Birds: A Book About Henri Matisse 
“If indeed the ‘child is father to the man,’ Newbery medalist MacLachlan's poetic, careful and concentrated text 
captures the essence of Matisse's childhood experiences and draws powerful parallels with his later life and work.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Madrigal, Antonio Hernández. Erandi's Braids 
“Set in the Mexican village of Patzcuaro, this is the story of a young girl's selflessness and her mother's tenderness. 
Excited about her birthday, Erandi hopes for a present, but when her mother worries that their fishing net is worn 
out, the girl fears that they will not be able to afford a gift.” (School Library Journal) 
   
Mahy, Margaret.  Bubble Trouble  
“Mabel blows a bubble that envelops her baby brother, gently wafting him all over the village, causing shock and 
excitement among the population.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
McCarty, Alice.   Chloe and the Lion 
“All Chloe wants is a ride on the merry-go-round, but her story is hijacked by a couple of unlikely characters.”  
(School Library Journal) 

  
McCloskey, Robert.    Blueberries for Sal  
"The adventures of a little girl and a baby bear while hunting for blueberries with their mothers one bright summer 
day. All the color and flavor of the sea and pine covered Maine countryside." (School Library Journal) 
  
McCloskey, Robert.  Time of Wonder 
“A picture book for all ages, geared to shared experience of Maine island vacations, with wide washes of water 
color tinged with McCloskey magic in words and pictures.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
McDermott, Gerald.  Jabutí the Tortoise: A Trickster Tale from the Amazon  
“Jabutí, the flute-playing tortoise, may not be as well known in North America as some of his fellow tricksters like 
Coyote or Ananse, but there are many stories about him in Amazonian folklore, first recorded as long ago as 1875.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
McDonald, Megan.   The Hinky Pink: An Old Tale 
“Extraordinary seamstress Anabel wants to work for a true princess, one with beautiful features and a name ending 
in ‘ella.’" (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
McGinty, Alice B.  Rabbi Benjamin's Buttons 
“Rabbi Benjamin and his congregation are besotted with one another, but when the community presents its leader 
with a yellow-gold vest to wear on holidays, decorated with four shiny silver buttons, they neglect to factor in one 
thing: Jewish holidays mean lots of irresistible, calorie and emotion laden Jewish cooking.” (Publishers Weekly) 



 Meddaugh, Susan.  Cinderella’s Rat 
“This spinoff from the Cinderella story is an instant classic—children will love it, while adults who read it aloud will 
admire the imagination and talent Meddaugh (Martha Blah Blah, 1996, etc.) exhibits in this highly original tale.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Medina, Meg.     Mango, Abuela, and Me 
"Abuela is coming to stay with Mia and her parents. But how will they communicate if Mia speaks little Spanish and 
Abuela, little English? Could it be that a parrot named Mango is the solution?” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Medina, Meg.   Tía Isa Wants a Car 
“Tía Isa dreams of buying a big car, green like the ocean that surrounds the island that she, her brother Andrés and 
their niece left to move to the United States.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Merino, Gemma.    The Cow Who Climbed a Tree 
"When Tina the curious cow learns how to fly from a dragon, her sisters think she’s gone too far!" (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Meyer, Susan.     New Shoes 
"Ella Mae and her cousin Charlotte, both African American, start their own shoe store when they learn that they 
cannot try on shoes at the shoe store." (Publisher) 
   
Miller, Pat Zietlow.  Sophie's Squash 
“This season spanning turn with high spirited Sophie offers endearing lessons about nurture and regeneration.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Most, Bernard.   If the Dinosaurs Came Back 
“A young boy who wishes for the return of dinosaurs imagines how useful they would be.” (Publisher) 

  
Morales, Yuyi.    Niño Wrestles the World 
“Little luchador Niño battles out-of-this-world opponents one by one until he finally meets his match.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Munro, Roxie.   Slithery Snakes 
“This oversize informational picture book will thrill those who like their scaly beasts large and up close, while those 
less enamored might be intrigued by the dazzling patterns and vibrant colors of their scales, artistically featured 
throughout.” (Booklist) 
  
Muth, Jon J.   Hi, Koo! A Year of Seasons 
“26 poems depicting images across four seasons, starting with fall.” (School Library Journal) 
  
Muth, Jon J.    Zen Shorts 
“Limpidly beautiful watercolors and a wry, puckish gentleness mark these three Zen stories, one for each of three 
children.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Newbery, Linda.  Posy 
“A curious kitten tumbles around the house doing such silly cat things as spider-catching and sofa-scratching.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Novak.  B.J.   The Book with No Pictures 
"In this book with no pictures, the reader has to say every silly word, no matter what.” (Publisher) 
  
O'Connor, Jane.  Fancy Nancy (series) 
“A tot with a penchant for panache is at the center of this playful tale that celebrates marching to the beat of your 
own drummer.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  



O’Leary, Sara; illus. Qin Leng. A Family Is a Family Is a Family 
“A picture book affirmation of family diversity.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
  
Parr, Todd.   It's Okay to Be Different 
“Differences are observed and encouraged in this wonderful celebration of the vast distinctions that make each of 
us individuals.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Parr, Todd.     It's OK to Make Mistakes 
“Parr encourages readers to see mistakes as opportunities with characteristic élan.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Patel, Sanjay and Emily Haynes. Ganesha's Sweet Tooth 
“Emphasizing Ganesha's playfulness, this story is a takeoff on one legend about the elephant-headed Hindu god.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Patricelli, Leslie.  Higher! Higher! 
"Patricelli once again proves she is a master of demonstrating for very young children the wonders of a good 
imagination (The Birthday Box, 2007).” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Peacock, Shane; illus. Sophie Casson. The Artist and Me 
“A low-key yet powerful picture book evocation of the final days of an eccentric artist who was both a victim of his 
own demons and the target of village bullies.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
  
Petty, Dev.     I Don't Want to Be a Frog 
"A tiny frog desperately wishes to be any other animal.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Pinkney, Andrea Davis.  Martin & Mahalia: His Words, Her Song 
“A well illustrated and meticulously researched story of the inextricably intertwined lives of two important African 
American historical figures.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Pinkney, Brian.   The Adventures of Sparrowboy 
“One morning while on his route, Henry the paperboy accidentally collides with a sparrow and discovers that he can 
fly--just like Falconman, his favorite comic strip superhero.” (Booklist) 

  
Pinkney, Jerry.     The Grasshopper & the Ants 
"In this retelling of the classic Aesop fable, hardworking ants stock up for the winter while a fun-loving grasshopper 
plays all year long, until the cold weather arrives and he realizes his mistake in not planning ahead." (Publisher)  
  
Pinkney, Jerry.   The Tortoise & the Hare 
“With luminous mixed media pictures, a short, carefully meted-out text and a Southwestern U.S. setting, Pinkney 
(The Lion and the Mouse, 2009) takes on another of Aesop's fables—marvelously.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Pinto, Sara.   Apples & Oranges: Going Bananas with Pairs 
“’How are an apple and an orange alike? They both don’t wear glasses.’ So begins this silly, entertaining picture 
book that asks readers how pairs are alike.” (Booklist) 
  
Polacco, Patricia.  In Our Mothers' House  
“Two mothers own this house, and they have filled it with lots of love.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Portis, Antoinette.  A Penguin Story 
“Icy Antarctica is frustratingly monochromatic for Edna the penguin, so she forsakes playing (and occasionally even 
lunch) to scan the horizon for something else.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
 
 



Pringle, Laurence.  Frogs! Strange and Wonderful (series) 
“Science writer Pringle truly delivers with his latest, a fascinating look at the similarities and differences among the 
many and varied species of frogs.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Raschka, Chris.             Everyone Can Learn to Ride a Bicycle 
“A little girl in a ginormous blue striped helmet chooses a bike, practices lots and, aided by a patient,  
daddy-esque (perhaps granddaddy-esque) guy in a green tie, learns to ride.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Reynolds, Aaron.    Back of the Bus 
"From the back of the bus, an African American child watches the arrest of Rosa Parks." (Publisher) 
  
Reynolds, Peter H.  Ish 
“A lovely tale about the trials of a budding artist brought to us by the author/illustrator of Dot (2003).” (Kirkus 
Reviews) 
   
Rex, Adam; illus. Christian Robinson. School's First Day of School 
“Rex offers a different perspective on the first day of school: that of the newly constructed school building itself.” 
(Kirkus Reviews)   
  
Richardson, Justin and Peter Parnell. And Tango Makes Three 
“At New York City's Central Park Zoo, two male penguins fall in love and start a family by taking turns sitting on an 
abandoned egg until it hatches.” (Publisher) 
  
Rocco, John.   Blizzard 
"After a massive blizzard, a boy becomes a hero when he manages to walk to the local store and bring supplies back 
to his neighborhood which has been snowed in for days.” Based on the author's childhood experience. (Publisher) 
  
Rodgers, Greg.    Chukfi Rabbit's Big, Bad Bellyache: A Trickster Tale 
"A classic trickster tale in the Choctaw tradition." (Publisher) 
  
Rosen, Michael J.   The Hound Dog’s Haiku and Other Poems for Dog Lovers 
“Pooches large and small, common and rare abound in this glorious collection of haiku.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Rosenthal, Amy Krouse. Duck! Rabbit! 
“Two unseen characters debate the identity of the creature at the center of this clever book—is it a duck or a 
rabbit?” (School Library Journal) 
  
Russell-Brown, Katheryn. Little Melba and Her Big Trombone 
"A biography of African American musician Melba Doretta Liston, a virtuoso musician who played the trombone 
and composed and arranged music for many of the great jazz musicians of the twentieth century. Includes 
afterword, discography, and sources.” (Publisher) 
  
Sakai, Komako.   The Snow Day 
“A little rabbit enjoys having a day off from kindergarten and spending time with his mother during a snowstorm, 
but his father's flight home is cancelled until the snow stops falling.” (Publisher) 
  
Santat, Dan.   The Adventures of Beekle: The Unimaginary Friend 
“An imaginary friend waits a long time to be imagined by a child and given a special name, and finally does the 
unimaginable--he sets out on a quest to find his perfect match in the real world.” (Publisher) 

  
Santat, Dan.    Are We There Yet? 
"A boy feels time slowing down so much that it starts going backward--into the time of pirates! Of princesses! Of 
dinosaurs! The boy was just trying to get to his grandmother's birthday party." (Publisher) 
  



Sarcone-Roach, Julia.  The Bear Ate Your Sandwich 
"When a sandwich goes missing, it seems that a bear is the unlikely culprit.” (Publisher) 
  
Sayre, April Pulley.  Best in Snow 
“This striking photo essay engages curious readers as the world of snow is revealed in all of its frigid 
manifestations.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
  
Sayre, April Pulley.  Here Come the Humpbacks! 
“This is a lyrical and seemingly straightforward tale of a mother humpback and her calf migrating from the warm 
winter waters of the Caribbean Sea to a summer feeding area off the coast of New England. Yet the simple text 
delivers a subtle and timely message of conservation, not to mention a fable about perseverance and courage.” 
(Booklist) 
 
Sayre, April Pulley.    Raindrops Roll 
"Sheds new light on the wonders of rain, from the beauty of a raindrop balanced on a leaf to the amazing, never-
ending water cycle that keeps our planet in perfect ecological balance." (Publisher) 
  
Sayre, April Pulley.  Stars Beneath Your Bed: The Surprising Story of Dust 
“This elegant picture book introduces the concept of dust–what it is, how it travels, and how it stays with us 
through time.” (School Library Journal) 

  
Sayre, April Pulley.   Woodpecker Wham! 
"Enter woodpecker world and get a bird's eye view of everyday life: hiding from hawks, feeding hungry chicks, and 
drilling holes to build homes." (Publisher) 

  
Scanlon, Liz Garton.  All the World 
"At once a lullaby and an invigorating love song to nature, families and interconnectedness.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Schertle, Alice.   Button Up! Wrinkled Rhymes 
“Told from the points of view of various anthropomorphic articles of clothing, these poems will give readers a new 
perspective on getting dressed.” (School Library Journal) 

  
Schneider, Josh.   Everybody Sleeps (But Not Fred) 
“Master staller Fred meets his match (poetry!) in this hilarious not-yet-ready-for-bed tale.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Schwarz, Viviane.  Timothy and the Strong Pajamas: A Superhero Adventure 
“After his mother mends his favorite pajamas, Timothy finds that he has super strength and decides to use it to help 
others, but when the pajamas rip again, he loses his strength just when he needs it most.” (Publisher) 
  
Scieszka, Jon.   Battle Bunny 
“Alex, whose birthday it is, hijacks a story about Birthday Bunny on his special day and turns it into a battle between 
a supervillain and his enemies in the forest--who, in the original story, are simply planning a surprise party.” 
(Publisher) 
 
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  Black? White! Day? Night! A Book of Opposites 
“Using the same format as her stunning Hidden Alphabet (2003), Seeger presents readers with another eye-catching 
concept book.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  Bully 
Spare, powerful words and simple, bold visual images lend themselves to conversations about bullying. 
  
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  Dog and Bear: Two Friends, Three Stories (series) 
“A stuffed bear and an ebullient dachshund, best of friends, are introduced to beginning readers in three sweet 
chapters.” (Kirkus Reviews) 



 Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  First the Egg 
“A deceptively simple, decidedly playful sequence of statements invites readers to ponder, what comes first: the 
chicken or the egg?” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  One Boy 
“Using the numbers 1 through 10, her signature die-cut pages, and a vocabulary that is designed to show words 
inside other words, the author has engineered a tribute to wordplay that is unmatched.” (School Library Journal) 
   
Sehgal, Kabir and Surishtha Sehgal. A Bucket of Blessings 
"A picture book based on an Indian myth about a monkey who tries to save his village, and a dancing peacock that 
brings rain.” (Publisher) 
  
Shea, Bob.   Kid Sheriff and the Terrible Toads 
“A young sheriff comes riding high—atop a tortoise—toward the troubled, "cumin-scented" town of Drywater 
Gulch. Just give him a minute.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Shea, Susan.   Do You Know Which Ones Will Grow? 
“Shea's children's-book debut is a clever, rhymed test of kids' notions of living and nonliving things that's great for 
both lap and group sharing.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Sherry, Kevin.   I'm the Biggest Thing in the Ocean 
“A giant squid brags about being bigger than everything else in the ocean--almost.” (Publisher) 
  
Smith, Alex T.   Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion 
“In this modern reweaving of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ set on a modern, fanciful African savanna, readers meet a 
young, black Little Red who gracefully outwits the more-hungry-than-horrifying Lion.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
  
Steig, William.   Dr. DeSoto 
"A somewhat unusual--and ravenous--patient is outfoxed by the resourceful mouse-dentist in this sly tale of 
mischief.” (Publishers Weekly)  
  
Steptoe, John.   Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale 
“Mufaro's two beautiful daughters, one bad-tempered, one kind and sweet, go before the king, who is choosing  
a wife.” (Publisher) 
 
Taylor, Sean.   Goal! 
"A solid introduction to soccer, carrying with it the sport's openness to any and all.” (Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Taylor, Sean.    Hoot Owl, Master of Disguise 
"Hoot owl flies through the night and assumes numerous disguises in order to catch a meal." (Publisher) 
  
Tchana, Katrin.   Sense Pass King: A Story from Cameroon 
“Despite a jealous king's repeated attempts to get rid of her, Ma'antah continually manages to outwit him and 
proves herself worthy of the name Sense Pass King.” (Publisher) 
  
Teague, David.    The Red Hat 
"In this almost wordless picture book, a troupe of baby forest animals borrows a child's hat, until all that is left is a 
long piece of red string." (Publisher) 
  
Thomas, Shelley Moore. Good Night, Good Knight 
“Stories of valiant knights slaying fearsome dragons are going to fall sadly flat after one reading of this bewitching 
tale from Thomas.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
 



Thompson, Laurie Ann.  Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah 
"Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one deformed leg, he was dismissed by most people--but not by his mother, who 
taught him to reach for his dreams." (Publisher) 
  
Thong, Roseanne Greenfield. Green Is a Chili Pepper: A Book of Colors 
“The creators of Round Is a Tortilla (Chronicle, 2013) are back with another Mexican American culture-infused 
concept book with universal appeal. A little girl and boy walk around their town pointing out the vivid palette that 
permeates their home and community.” (School Library Journal) 
  
Tonatiuh, Duncan.  Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote: A Migrant's Tale 
“A brilliant modern fable—eloquent, hopeful and heart-rending—about a rabbit family whose members cross the 
border in search of a better life, and each other.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Tullet, Hervé.   I Am Blop 
“Blop comes in many colors, but only one distinctive, easy-to-draw shape. The latest in a series of offbeat, 
imaginative creations by renowned French artist Tullet will intrigue children and encourage them to think outside 
the blop.” (Kirkus Reviews) Translated from French. 
  
Tullet, Hervé.    Let's Play 
"… Fans of Tullet's Press Here (2011) and Mix It Up (2014) … will be entranced by his latest interactive offering. This 
time, readers are invited to follow a yellow blob through a variety of travails.” (School Library Journal) Translated 
from French. 
  
Tullet, Hervé.   Mix It Up 
“The primary colored dots from Press Here (2011) are back, but while last time they focused predominantly on 
motion, this time they plunge headlong into color mixing.” (Kirkus Reviews) Translated from French. 
  
Uegaki, Chieri.   Suki's Kimono 
“On the first day of school, Suki is determined to wear her favorite clothes, even though her two older sisters don’t 
approve.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Velasquez, Eric.     Looking for Bongo 
"A little boy searches for his lost toy.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
  
Watt, Mélanie.    Chester 
“Mélanie Watt is NOT the author of this book Chester, her plump calico cat with the big red marker, is. 
Mouse is NOT the star of the story. Chester uses his red marker to edit the story, sending Mouse on a 
vacation…” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Watt, Mélanie.   Scaredy Squirrel (series) 
“Scaredy Squirrel is afraid to leave his nut tree because of all the dangers, but one day a bee invades Scaredy's nest 
and he leaps into the unknown.” (Publisher) 
 
Weatherford, Carole Boston; illus. R. Gregory Christie. Freedom in Congo Square 
“Count down the days until Sunday, a day for slaves in New Orleans to gather together and remember their African 
heritage.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Wells, Rosemary.  Yoko 
“When Yoko brings sushi to school for lunch, her classmates make fun of what she eats--until one of them tries it 
for himself.” (Publisher) 
  
Whately, Bruce.  Wait! No Paint 
“Poor pigs! Not only do the Three Little Pigs have to contend with their old nemesis the Big Bad Wolf in the third 
visit this year, they also find themselves at the mercy of The Illustrator.” (Kirkus Reviews) 



 Wiesner, David.  Flotsam 
“The story of what happens when a camera becomes a piece of flotsam.” (Publisher) 
  
Wiesner, David.  Mr. Wuffles! 
"Mr. Wuffles ignores all his cat toys but one, which turns out to be a spaceship piloted by small green aliens. When 
Mr. Wuffles plays rough with the little ship, the aliens must venture into the cat's territory to make emergency 
repairs.” (Publisher) 
  
Willems, Mo.   Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs 
“A hilariously fractured fairy tale.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Willems, Mo.   The Pigeon Needs a Bath! (Don’t Let the Pigeon series) 
"The Pigeon is dirty and he needs a bath, but he won't go willingly." (Publisher) 
  
Williams, Vera B.  A Chair for Always  
“Rosa waits for the birth of her baby cousin, who is being delivered at home by a midwife.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Wilson, Karma.   Bears Says Thanks (The Bear Books) 
“In a new companion to Bear Snores On and Bear Wants More (2002, 2003), a lovable bevy of friends come 
together again for feast and fun.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Winter, Jeannette.  Malala, A Brave Girl from Pakistan / Iqbal, A Brave Boy from Pakistan 
"Meet two brave young heroes of Pakistan who stood up for the right to freedom and education in this 
inspirational nonfiction picture book from acclaimed author-illustrator Jeanette Winter.” (Publisher)  
  
Wormell, Christopher.  Mice, Morals, & Monkey Business: Lively Lessons from Aesop’s Fables 
“Relegating the actual texts of 21 fables to an appendix, Wormell presents a suite of full-page color woodcuts to 
illustrate them, captioned with titles and morals alone, and printed on buttery paper that really sets off the strong 
lines and gorgeous hues.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Worth, Valerie.   Pug and Other Animal Poems 
“Presents a collection of whimsical animal poems that describe eccentric animal behaviors, complemented by 
collage illustrations.” (Publisher) 
  
Yates, Louise.   Dog Loves Counting 
"Yates' lovable Dog—of Dog Loves Books (2010) and Dog Loves Drawing (2012)—is back for some counting fun.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 

  
Yep, Laurence.   The Dragon Prince: A Chinese Beauty & the Beast Tale 
“When a poor farmer falls into the clutches of a dragon, only Seven, his youngest daughter, will save him—by 
marrying the beast.” (Publisher)  
 
Yoon, Salina.     Be a Friend 
"An ordinary boy with an unusual hobby makes a new friend through extraordinary means.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Zagarenski, Pamela.    The Whisper 
"A ‘magical book’ on loan from her teacher loses its words on the trip home, so a little girl spins her own stories for 
each enchanting picture.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Zoehfeld, Kathleen.  Secrets of the Seasons: Orbiting the Sun in Our Backyard  
"Over the course of a year, a family learns about the role of the sun in the changing seasons." (Publisher) 
 
 
  



Graphic Early Readers 
  
Bliss, Harry.        Luke on the Loose 
“Leaving his oblivious father deep in ‘(boring dad talk)’ with a passerby, little Luke scuttles off in pursuit of a flock of 
pigeons.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Cammuso, Frank and Jay Lynch. Otto’s Orange Day  
“Young Otto loves orange so much that when a sly genie rises up out of an old lamp he receives from Aunt Sally 
Lee, he uses his one wish to turn all the world that color.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Cosentino, Ralph.  Batman: The Story of the Dark Knight  
“The right combination of bold illustration, large lettering, and action-oriented storytelling makes this original tale 
perfect for young superhero fans.” (School Library Journal) 
  
Coudray, Philippe.  Benjamin Bear in Fuzzy Thinking  
“"A visually formatted joke book to inspire thinking as well as laughs.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Coudray, Philippe.   Benjamin Bear in Bright Ideas 
“A companion to Benjamin Bear in Fuzzy Thinking (2011), 27 more wise and witty minimalist fables drawn (with 
added dialogue and other minor changes) from French cartoonist Coudray’s original series.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Davis, Eleanor.                     Stinky 
“Stinky the monster is content in the smelly swamp that he shares with his pet toad and other friendly animals until 
a boy from the nearby town wanders into the area.” (School Library Journal) 
  
Davis, Eleanor and Drew Weing. Flop to the Top! 
"It's a perfectly Wanda-ful day until one large, boneless dog upstages his owner." (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Hayes, Geoffrey.  Benny and Penny series 
Stories about the challenges and adventures of mouse siblings.  
  
Hayes, Geoffrey.  Patrick in a Teddy Bear’s Picnic and Other Stories 
“Patrick, a young bear, goes on a picnic with his mother that ends up taking place inside due to rain, learns to deal 
with a bully and takes—or doesn't take—a nap.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Herrod, Mike.              Hiccup! 
Bunny Jamie, nervous about performing in the school play, develops hiccups, and his friends try to find a cure. 
  
Liniers.     The Big Wet Balloon 
“An excellent example of how well comics can work for early readers, this warm and accessible story is sure to be a 
favorite.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Liniers.    Written and Drawn by Henrietta  
“Argentine cartoonist Liniers presents a graphic ode to the pleasures and challenges of composition, starring his 
recurring character Henrietta, a young bibliophile." (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
McCloskey, Kevin.   The Real Poop on Pigeons 
”A curmudgeonly park visitor’s ‘They’re RATS with wings!’ sparks spirited rejoinders from a racially diverse flock of 
children wearing full body bird outfits, who swoop down to deliver a mess of pigeon facts.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
   
McCloskey, Kevin.  We Dig Worms! 
“After an opening look at several kinds of worm (including the candy sort), McCloskey drills down to the nitty-gritty 
on earthworms.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  



Proimos, James.  Johnny Mutton series 
The adventures of a zany boy-sheep. 
 
Smith, Jeff.   Little Mouse Gets Ready  
“Move over, Froggy; Little Mouse is here to show the picture book set how to get dressed.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Spiegelman, Art.  Jack and the Box  
“Jack the rabbit is thrilled to receive a box covered in stars from his fond parents. His enthusiasm for the gift 
changes to fright, however, when a green faced, pop-eyed talking clown head suddenly lunges out at him.” (Kirkus 
Reviews) 
  
Spiegelman, Nadja and Trade Loeffler. Zig and Wikki series 
The adventures of aliens Zig and Wikki. 
  
Spires, Ashley.   Binky series 
The adventures of space cat Binky, who must protect his humans from aliens. 
  
  

Beginner Reader Series 
  
Adler, David A.                              Mo Jackson series 
Sports stories about a passionate player who’s younger and smaller than the other kids on his teams. 
  
Adler, David.   Young Cam Jansen series 
Mysteries starring a girl with a photographic memory. 
  
Arnold, Tedd.    Fly Guy series 
Zany stories about a boy and his unusual pet. 
  
Byars, Betsy.    My Brother, Ant; Ant Plays Bear 
Humorous companion books about younger brother Anthony (Ant) and his older brother.   
  
Calmenson, Stephanie and Joanna Cole.      Gator Girls series 
Stories about the adventures of alligator best friends Allie and Amy.  
  
Cazet, Denys.   Minnie and Moo series 
Slapstick mysteries involving two lovable cows. 
  
Danziger, Paula.                            A Is for Amber series 
These are the back stories leading up to the Amber Brown books for older readers.  
  
Dewdney, Anna.  Llama Llama series 
Rhyming text about a young llama who often needs comforting from his mama to cope with new things. 

  
DiCamillo, Kate.  Mercy Watson series  
The adventures of a pet pig who loves to eat buttered toast, sleeps in a human bed, and likes to dress up and do 
other things that ordinary pigs don’t do. 
  
Falconer, Ian.   Olivia series 
An amusing series about an energetic pig named Olivia drawn with Falconer’s distinctive style. “Olivia is constantly 
on the move, dreaming big dreams and meeting every challenge head-on. … She doesn't just dance, she envisions 
herself as a prima ballerina bowing before an adoring audience.” (School Library Journal) 
  
 



Grant, Judyann Ackerman. Chicken said, “Cluck!” (My First I Can Read Books)   
Friends Earl and Pearl set out to grow pumpkins and must put up with Chicken’s interference until her true talent 
shows itself. 
  
Grey, Mini.   Traction Man series 
The fantasy play of a young boy stars his Traction Man action figure. 
  
Henkes, Kevin.   Penny series 
A mouse named Penny expresses different emotions and behaviors in a variety of situations. 

  
Hills, Tad.     Rocket series  
Stories about a dog with an interest in words, books, and writing. 

  
Howe, James.   Houndsley and Catina series 
Stories about the friendship between Houndsley the dog and Catina the cat. 
  
Lobel, Arnold.   Frog and Toad series 
Stories about an enduring friendship, “with Frog as the wiser, supportive partner easing Toad through his small 
frustrations and uncertainties.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Macauley, David.  Jet Plane: How It Works (How It Works series) 
“Introduces young readers to the mechanical science of jet planes that recreates an airplane ride while explaining how 
powerful engines, specially designed wings, and cockpit controls work together to enable a jet's flight.” (Publisher) 
  
Rylant, Cynthia.  Henry and Mudge series 
Stories about the adventures of a small boy and his large dog.  
  
Rylant, Cynthia.  Mr. Putter & Tabby series 
“Who would have thought that a balding white homebody and his orange cat could become beloved stars of a long 
running series for first and second-graders?” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Rylant, Cynthia.  Poppleton series 
Poppleton the pig makes a friend, reads a library book about adventure, and helps a sick friend get better. 
  
Shea, Bob.     The Totally Secret Secret (Ballet Cat series) 
"A pink cat and a polka dot horse join together in a light story of secrets and friendship.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Willems, Mo.    Elephant & Piggie series 
The silly adventures of two devoted friends. 
  
  

Longer Chapter Books 
  
Atinuke.   Anna Hibiscus (series) 
Stories about a girl who lives in an urban middle class family in an unspecified country in Africa. The author 
explains: “I chose Africa because I did not want to write specifically about Nigeria [Atinuke’s country of birth]. I 
wanted to inhabit a more fictional world. And for people to know that Anna’s happy middle class world exists all 
over Africa.” 
  
Cleary, Beverly.   Ramona series 
Eight humorous novels about Ramona Quimby and her friends and family. 

 
 



Gannett, Ruth Stiles.  My Father's Dragon (series) 
The classic trilogy about a young boy who leaves home to rescue a baby dragon that has been captured and 
enslaved. 
  
Lin, Grace.   Ling and Ting series 
Humorous chapter books about identical Chinese-American twin girls Ling and Ting, who have unique personalities 
and tastes.  
  
McDonald, Megan.  Judy Moody, Mood Martian (Judy Moody series) 
“Back again for her 12th outing, Judy tries to take the ‘moody’ out of her name, with mixed results.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
  
Osborne, Mary Pope.   The Magic Tree House series  
Travel through space and time with Jack and his little sister Annie.  
  
Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman.     Nate the Great series  
Detective stories for 1st graders. 
  
Stilton, Geronimo.  Geronimo Stilton series 
A shy mouse gets drawn into mysteries and adventures. 
  
Voake, Steve.   Daisy Dawson on the Farm (Daisy Dawson series) 
The humorous adventures of Daisy and her animal friends. 
 


