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Albee, Sarah.    Bugged: How Insects Changed History 
“Malaria, yellow fever, typhus, and the plague have all played pivotal roles in history—halting colonization and travel, 
felling armies, and even bringing entire empires to their bubo-covered knees—and all of them are transmitted by bugs.” 
Nonfiction. (Booklist) 

 
Argueta, Jorge; illus. Ruano, Alfonso; trans. Elisa Amado. Somos como las nubes / We Are Like the Clouds 
“With tenderness and humanity, this bilingual book describes the hopes, fears, and uncertainties of the thousands of 
displaced children that arrive every year at the southern border of the United States.” Poetry. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America 
“This well-researched biography of Mary Mallon, also known as Typhoid Mary, begins in 1906, when Mallon was hired as 
a cook for a wealthy family vacationing in Oyster Bay, Long Island. The outbreak of typhoid that swept through the 
household a few weeks later turned out to be a pivotal event that forever changed her life.” Nonfiction. (School Library 
Journal) 

 
Bausam, Ann.      Stonewall: Breaking Out in the Fight for Gay Rights 
"A dramatic retelling of the Stonewall riots of 1969, introducing teen readers to the decades-long struggle for gay 
rights." Nonfiction. (Publisher) 

 
Beckhorn, Susan.                    The Wolf's Boy 
“Sometime in prehistory, a crippled boy and his wolf companion face coming-of-age challenges… This bracing, well-told 
story, laced with themes of self-responsibility, compassion, and honor, is both vital and nourishing.” Historical 
fiction.  (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Blumenthal, Karen.    Hillary Rodham Clinton: A Woman Living History 
Biography of the presidential candidate.  

 
Bracken, Alexandra.     Passenger 
“A dedicated violinist finds her life taking a different turn when she learns that she is a time traveler in this series 
opener.” Fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Charleyboy, Lisa and Mary Beth Leatherdale, eds. Dreaming in Indian: Contemporary Native American Voices 
"Anthology of art and writings from some of the most groundbreaking Native artists working in North America today." 
Anthology. (Publisher)  

 
Coburn, Broughton.    Triumph on Everest: A Photobiography of Sir Edmund Hillary 
“This slender, well-documented photobiography is a record of the lifetime accomplishments of one of the first men to 
reach the summit of Mt. Everest.” Nonfiction. (School Library Journal)  

             
Easton, Tom.      Boys Don't Knit (in Public) 
"After a brush with the law, Ben, a dyed-in-the-wool worrier, must take up a new hobby and chooses knitting, an activity 
at which he excels but must try to keep secret from his friends, enemies, and sports-obsessed father." Fiction. 
(Publisher)  
 



Engle, Margarita.     Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A Memoir 
"In this poetic memoir, Margarita Engle, the first Latina woman to receive a Newbery Honor, tells of growing up as a 
child of two cultures during the Cold War." Poetry/memoir. (Publisher)  

 
Fajardo, Alexis.                The Blood-Bound Oath 
"’Beowulf’ reimagined…What Rick Riordan did for the Greek gods, Fajardo has done for 'Beowulf': magnificent.” Graphic 
fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Federle, Tim.               The Great American Whatever 
"A Holden Caulfield for a new generation…Sixteen-year-old Quinn Roberts is officially hiding from the world.” Fiction. 
(Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Finkelstein, Norman.  Schools of Hope: How Julius Rosenwald Helped Change African American Education 
"When Booker T. Washington, the famed African American educator, asked Julius Rosenwald, the wealthy president of 
Sears, Roebuck and Company and noted philanthropist, to help him build well-designed and fully equipped schools for 
black children, the face of education in the South changed for the better." Nonfiction. (Publisher)  

 
Freedman, Russell.                       Vietnam: A History of the War 
"Solid history that doesn't shy away from difficult truths and important moral and political lessons.”  Nonfiction. (Kirkus 
Reviews) 

 
Freedman, Russell.      We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student Resistance Movement That Defied Adolf Hitler 
“In the heart of Germany, a student resistance movement called the White Rose took a courageous stand to denounce 
the Nazis.” Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Gill, Joel Christian.         Bessie Stringfield 
"An incredible true story that has as much power as Bessie and the motorcycles she rode…Being the first woman to ride 
a motorcycle across the United States did not satisfy Bessie Stringfield; she did it eight times!” Graphic biography. (Kirkus 
Reviews) 

 
Green, Sally.      Half Bad  
"In modern-day England, where witches live alongside humans, Nathan, son of a White witch and the most powerful 
Black witch, must escape captivity before his seventeenth birthday and receive the gifts that will determine his future." 
The sequel is Half Wild. Fantasy. (Publisher)  

 
Gownley, Jimmy.   The Dumbest Idea Ever 
“The charismatic creator of the Eisner-nominated Amelia Rules! series recounts his beginnings as a cartoonist.” Graphic 
memoir. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Gruenbaum, Michael and Todd Hasak-Lowy. Somewhere There Is Still a Sun: A Memoir of the Holocaust 
“Young Misha’s narration sets this Holocaust memoir apart from others. Initially unaware of the dark implications of the 
events, Misha adapted to camp life, playing soccer and making new friends, until he could no longer ignore the truth.” 
Historical fiction. (School Library Journal) 

 
Hardinge, Frances.         The Lie Tree 
"Thematically rich, stylistically impressive, absolutely unforgettable…Mystery, magic, religion, and feminism swirl 
together in Hardinge's latest heady concoction, set amid the scientific ferment following the publication of The Origin of 
Species.”  Historical fantasy/horror. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Hartland, Jessie.     Steve Jobs: Insanely Great 
Presents the story of the ultimate American entrepreneur, responsible for Apple Computer, Pixar, Macs, iPods, iPhones 
and more. Graphic biography.  

 



Hoose, Phillip.      The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club 
"A handful of Danish teens takes on the occupying Nazis in this inspiring true story of courageous resistance." 
Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews)  

 
Hopkinson, Deborah.                   Dive! World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines 
“Hopkinson's writing plumbs the depths in relating the undersea exploits of American submariners during World War II.” 
Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Jarrow, Gail.      Bubonic Panic:  When Plague Invaded America 
"Jarrow looks at plague throughout history and medical research into its causes, before zeroing in on its resurgence in 
the late nineteenth century, when it arose in Asia and reached Honolulu.... The intertwined themes of prejudice against 
Asian Americans, public health officials hampered by politicians, and mistrust of scientific research... make the story 
complex, revealing a good deal about human nature as well as the period and the disease itself." Nonfiction. (Booklist) 

 
Kamkwamba, William and Bryan Mealer.   The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 
“The author and his collaborator have condensed the original memoir of the same name, a story of an innovative and 
compassionate boy coming of age during an era of extreme hardship in Malawi”. Memoir. (Kirkus Reviews)  

 
Kramer, Stephen P.   Hidden Worlds: Looking Through a Scientist's Microscope 
“Outstanding photographs invite the reader into the world of microscopist Dennis Kunkel, a working scientist who 
studies plants and animals using lenses from the simple hand loupe, which magnifies an image up to ten times, to the 
sophisticated transmission electron microscope (TEM) that uses an electron beam and can magnify an object up to 
1,000,000 times.” Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Lewis, John and Aydin, Andrew; illus. Powell, Nate.        March: Book Three 
"A living icon of the civil rights movement brings his frank and stirring account of the movement's most tumultuous 
years (so far) to a climax.” Graphic memoir. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Lowery, Lynda Blackmon, Elspeth Leacock, and Susan Buckley.  Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom:    
        My Story of the Selma Voting Rights March 
“In 1965, Lynda Blackmon Lowery turned 15 during the three-day voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery. … 
Vivid details and the immediacy of Lowery’s voice make this a valuable primary document as well as a pleasure to read.” 
Memoir. (Kirkus Reviews)  

 
Macy, Sue.     Sally Ride: Life on a Mission: The Real-Life Story 
“Macy's comprehensive, admiring biography offers detail and perspective about Ride's groundbreaking career and 
contributions.” Biography. (School Library Journal) 

 
Magoon, Kekla.     Shadows of Sherwood (A Robyn Hoodlum Adventure) 
"When Nott City is taken over by a harsh governor, Ignomus Crown, and her parents disappear, twelve-year-old Robyn 
Loxley flees for her life and joins a group of children trying to take back what is rightfully theirs in this futuristic retelling 
of Robin Hood." Adventure. (Publisher)  

 
Manzano, Sonia.     Becoming Maria: Love and Chaos in the South Bronx 
"Actress Manzano, best known as Maria from Sesame Street, provides a lyrical and unflinching account of her tough 
Nuyorican upbringing in the South Bronx." Memoir. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Miller, Sarah.     The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the Trial of the Century 
“This true-crime narrative examines the question that mesmerized the nation in 1892: did Lizzie Borden kill her father 
and stepmother?” Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
  

 



Montgomery, Sy; Nic Bishop, photographer.    Chasing Cheetahs: The Race to Save Africa's Fastest Cats   
                 (Scientists in the Field series) 
“Montgomery and Bishop draw readers into the setting from the very beginning with a map, description and 
photographs of the Namibian savanna where Laurie Marker founded the Cheetah Conservation Fund 20 years ago.” 
Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Montgomery, Sy; Keith Ellenbogen, photographer.  The Great White Shark Scientist (Scientists in the Field series) 
"This appreciative introduction to a much-maligned species will thrill readers while it encourages them to see great 
white sharks in a new way.” Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Montgomery, Sy; Keith Ellenbogen, photographer.   The Octopus Scientists: Exploring the Mind of a Mollusk  
        (Scientists in the Field series) 
“An international team of scientists with varied focuses work together on a remote South Pacific island to study octopus 
behaviors.” Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews)  

 
Murphy, Jim.     Breakthrough: How Three People Saved "Blue Babies" and Changed Medicine Forever 
“In 1944, Dr. Alfred Blalock joined pediatrician Dr. Helen Taussig and research assistant Vivien Thomas to develop the 
first surgical procedure to treat a severe heart defect called tetralogy of Fallot, or more commonly ‘blue baby 
syndrome.’" Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
O'Connor, George.     Apollo: The Brilliant One  
This is the latest volume in the Olympians series, the graphic retellings of the Greek myths. Graphic mythology.  

 
Older, Daniel José.     Shadowshaper 
"When walking corpses—and worse—show up in the city, a teen discovers family secrets and ancestral powers.” Urban 
fantasy.  (Kirkus Reviews)  

 
Rylant, Cynthia.         God Got a Dog 
“In this small book of poetry, God decides to ‘try out’ different activities and experiences of humanity, and the results 
are by turns thought-provoking and inspiring.” Poetry. (School Library Journal) 

 
Samanci, Özge.     Dare to Disappoint: Growing Up in Turkey 
"This memoir shows how Özge dared to overcome both her family and her country's expectations to find happiness by 
being an artist." Graphic memoir. (Publisher) 

 
Schlitz, Laura.      The Hired Girl 
"Joan runs away from home at age 14 to become a hired girl in 1911.” Historical fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Shabazz, Ilyasah and Kekla Magoon.  X 
"Teaming with veteran Magoon, the third daughter of Malcolm X draws upon history and family stories to create a novel 
about her father's life before the ‘X.’" Historical fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 

 
Shusterman, Neal.    Bruiser 
“Inexplicable events start to occur when 16-year-old twins Tennyson and Brontë befriend a troubled and misunderstood 
outcast, aptly nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody.” (Publisher) 

 
Stevenson, Noelle.     Nimona 
"A not-so-bad villain fighting against a not-so-good hero teams up with a spunky shape-shifting heroine in a cleverly 
envisioned world." Graphic fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
 
 
 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-series/scientists-field/


Stout, Shawn.     A Tiny Piece of Sky 
"World War II is coming in Europe. At least that’s what Frankie Baum heard on the radio. But from her small town in 
Maryland, in the wilting summer heat of 1939, the war is a world away. But when some people in town start accusing 
her father of being a German spy, all of a sudden the war arrives at Frankie’s feet and she can think of nothing else." 
Historical fiction. (Publisher) 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline.        Brown Girl Dreaming 
The author tells the story of her childhood in vivid poems. Her focus is on what it was like to grow up as an African 
American in the 1960s and 1970s, her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement, and her joy at finding her voice 
through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Memoir/poetry. 
 


