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This list includes 
Fiction Picture Books, Chapter Books/Series, Graphic Fiction  

and Other Graphic Genres, Longer Books/Read-Alouds, Poetry, and  
Nonfiction and Informational Picture Books (includes Biographies) 

 

Fiction Picture Books 
 
Aliki.     A Play’s the Thing 
“ … an experienced teacher uses a student-led performance of Mary Had a Little Lamb to help one of the children 
deal with his bullying behavior.” (School Library Journal)  
 
Baldacchino, Christine.  Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress 
“A young boy faces adversity from classmates when he wears an orange dress at school.” (Publisher) 
 
Barasch, Lynne.   Radio Rescue 
“In this admiring memoir of her father as a young ham radio operator in New York City during the 1920s, Barasch 
pulls readers into the initiate world of Morse code and early intercontinental communications.” Historical fiction. 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Beaty, Andrea.    Rosie Revere, Engineer  
A young aspiring engineer must first conquer her fear of failure. (Publisher) 
 
Beaty, Daniel.   Knock Knock: My Dad's Dream for Me 
"A boy wakes up one morning to find his father gone. At first, he feels lost. But his father has left him a letter filled 
with advice to guide him through the times he cannot be there." (Publisher) 
 
Bell, Cece.    I Yam a Donkey 
"A stern yam corrects a grammatically challenged donkey.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Bildner, Phil.    The Soccer Fence: A Story of Friendship, Hope and Apartheid in South Africa 
“Each time Hector watches white boys playing soccer in Johannesburg, South Africa, he dreams of playing on a real 
pitch one day. After the fall of apartheid, when he sees the 1996 African Cup of Nations team, he knows that his 
dream can come true.” Historical fiction. (Publisher) 
  
Birch, David.    The King’s Chessboard  
“A folktale-like story that should intrigue children by its mathematical possibilities as much as by its moral lesson: 
for service rendered, the king insists on rewarding a wise man, who asks for a single grain of rice, to be doubled for 
each square on the chessboard on successive days.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Brown, Peter.   The Wild Robot 
A sophisticated robot—with the capacity to use senses of sight, hearing, and smell—is washed to shore on an 
island, the only robot survivor of a cargo of 500… Thought-provoking and charming.” Science fiction/fantasy.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 



 
Bruel, Nick.     Who Is Melvin Bubble?  
“Bright cartoon illustrations provide tongue-in-cheek commentary ... Young readers should find him familiar, and 
may be moved by his example to take similar stock of themselves.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Buzzeo, Tony.   One Cool Friend 
“Boy and Antarctic bird bond in a tongue-in-cheek tale keyed by artful misdirection.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Coleman, Evelyn.    White Socks Only 
In this story within a story, a young black girl in segregated Mississippi thinks that a ‘Whites Only’ sign at a fountain 
allows her to drink because she is wearing white socks. Historical fiction.  
 
Cooper, Floyd.     Juneteenth for Mazie 
“Little Mazie wants the freedom to stay up late, but her father explains what freedom really means in the story of 
Juneteenth, and how her ancestors celebrated their true freedom.” (Publisher) 
 
Copeland, Misty.  Firebird 
“American Ballet Theater soloist Misty Copeland encourages a young ballet student, with brown skin like her own, 
by telling her that she, too, had to learn basic steps and how to be graceful when she was starting out, and that 
some day, with practice and dedication, the little girl will become a firebird, too. Includes author's note about 
dancers who led her to find her voice.” (Publisher) 
 
Daly, Niki.    Welcome to Zanzibar Road 
“Five short picture-book chapters celebrate life in a cozy neighborhood in Africa—presumably South Africa, where 
the author/illustrator draws his inspiration.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Davies, Nicola.    The Promise 
“On a mean street in a mean, broken city, a young girl tries to snatch an old woman's bag. But the frail old woman, 
holding on with the strength of heroes, says the thief can't have it without giving something in return: the promise.” 
(Publisher) 
 
de la Peña, Matt.   Last Stop on Market Street  
"A young boy yearns for what he doesn't have, but his nana teaches him to find beauty in what he has and can give, 
as well as in the city where they live.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Dempsey, Kristy.    A Dance Like Starlight: One Ballerina’s Dream 
“Dreams do come true for a Harlem girl in the 1950s.” Historical fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Engle, Margarita.    Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl's Courage Changed Music 
"Follows a girl in the 1920s as she strives to become a drummer, despite being continually reminded that only boys 
play the drums, and that there has never been a female drummer in Cuba." (Publisher) 
 
Escoffier, Michaël.    Where's the Baboon? 
"As the cover art teases, this is both a game and a riddle book, with clever illustrations providing clues.” (Publisher) 
 
Fleischman, Paul.   Weslandia 
“Wearing purple sneakers and a bemused expression, Wesley knows he's an outcast: he dislikes pizza, soda, and 
football, and fleeing his tormentors is ‘the only sport he was good at.’" (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Frazee, Marla.   The Farmer and the Clown 
In this wordless picture book, a “solitary farmer on an empty plain receives the most unlikely visitor.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 



Giovanni, Nikki.   Rosa 
“Purposeful in its telling, this is a handsome and thought-provoking introduction to these watershed acts of civil 
disobedience.” Historical fiction. (School Library Journal) 
 
Hanson, Mary.    How to Save Your Tail 
“"If you are a rat nabbed by cats who really like stories about magic spoons, wolves with snout-warts, big, hairy 
chimney trolls . . . and cookies too, then you'll love this tale of tails.… Clever and cunning, this is a recipe for laugh-
out-loud fun, especially as a read-aloud.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Knit Your Bit: A World War I Story 
“When his father leaves to fight in World War I, Mikey joins the Central Park Knitting Bee to help knit clothing for 
soldiers overseas.” Historical fiction. (Publisher) 
 
Hopkinson, Deborah.   Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 
“A courageous slave girl plays an unusual part in the Underground Railroad.” Historical fiction. (Publishers Weekly) 
 
Hopkinson, Deborah; illus. Ron Husband.  Steamboat School 
“A passion for education and freedom brings subversive ingenuity to life in 1847 St. Louis.” Historical fiction.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Johnson, Angela.    All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First Day of Freedom 
“In 1865, members of a family start their day as slaves, working in a Texas cotton field, and end it celebrating their 
freedom on what came to be known as Juneteenth.” Historical fiction. (Publisher) 
 
Kelly, John and Cathy Tincknell.  The Mystery of Eatum Hall   
“A gluttonous pig and goose inadvertently foil their sinister host in an original little comedy full of visual jokes, 
rendered in an eye-catching film noir style.” (Publisher) 
 
Khan, Rukhsana.     King for a Day 
“Set in Pakistan during Basant, ‘the most exciting day of the year,’ this story focuses on the strength and 
resourcefulness of a child in a wheelchair as he navigates the skies at the spring kite festival.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Kim, Hanmin.    Tiptoe Tapirs 
"Tapir's courage and quiet steps show a leopard how to change his ways and avoid a human hunter.” (Publisher) 
Translated from Korean. 
 
Krans, Kim.     ABC Dream 
"A wordless alphabet book becomes an identification game.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Long, Melinda.   How I Became a Pirate  
“Thanks to parrot-toting Braidbeard and his gloriously disreputable crew, a lad discovers the ups and downs of a 
pirate's life in this rousing mini-epic.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Look, Lenore.    Brush with the Gods 
“The life of the classical Chinese painter Wu Daozi is imagined as a magical artistic adventure.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Mahy, Margaret.  Bubble Trouble  
“Mabel blows a bubble that envelops her baby brother, gently wafting him all over the village, causing shock and 
excitement among the population.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Mahy, Margaret.   Down the Back of the Chair 
“A poor family is searching down the back of a chair for Dad's lost car keys and, miraculously in the mess of things 
back there, their financial problems are solved.” (Publisher) 



 
Mattick, Lindsay.    Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World's Most Famous Bear 
"A woman tells her young son the true story of how his great-great-grandfather, Captain Harry Colebourn, rescued 
and learned to love a bear cub in 1914 as he was on his way to take care of soldiers' horses during World War I, and 
the bear became the inspiration for A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh." Historical fiction. (Publisher) 
 
McCarty, Alice.   Chloe and the Lion 
“All Chloe wants is a ride on the merry-go-round, but her story is hijacked by a couple of unlikely characters.” 
(School Library Journal) 
 
McCully, Emily Arnold.   Beautiful Warrior: The Legend of the Nun’s Kung Fu 
“The story of two legendary female kung fu masters who may have lived in the last part of the 17th century.” 
(School Library Journal) 
 
McDonald, Megan.   The Hinky Pink: An Old Tale 
“Extraordinary seamstress Anabel wants to work for a true princess, one with beautiful features and a name ending 
in ‘ella.’" (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
McDermott, Gerald.  Jabutí the Tortoise: A Trickster Tale from the Amazon  
“Jabutí, the flute-playing tortoise, may not be as well known in North America as some of his fellow tricksters like 
Coyote or Ananse, but there are many stories about him in Amazonian folklore, first recorded as long ago as 1875.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
McGinty, Alice B.  Rabbi Benjamin's Buttons 
“Rabbi Benjamin and his congregation are besotted with one another, but when the community presents its leader 
with a yellow-gold vest to wear on holidays, decorated with four shiny silver buttons, they neglect to factor in one 
thing: Jewish holidays mean lots of irresistible, calorie- and emotion-laden Jewish cooking.” (Publishers Weekly) 
 
Medina, Meg.   Tía Isa Wants a Car 
“Tía Isa dreams of buying a big car, green like the ocean that surrounds the island that she, her brother Andrés and 
their niece left to move to the United States.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Meyer, Susan.     New Shoes 
"Ella Mae and her cousin Charlotte, both African American, start their own shoe store when they learn that they 
cannot try on shoes at the shoe store." Historical fiction. (Publisher) 
 
Morales, Yuyi.    Niño Wrestles the World 
“Little luchador Niño battles out-of-this-world opponents one by one until he finally meets his match.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Muth, Jon J.    Zen Shorts 
“Limpidly beautiful watercolors and a wry, puckish gentleness mark these three Zen stories, one for each of three 
children.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Muth, Jon J.    Zen Ties 
“In this companion to Muth's Caldecott Honor-winning Zen Shorts (2006), the wise and gentle Giant Panda 
Stillwater and his young friends are joined by Stillwater's young nephew Koo.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Myers, Christopher.           H.O.R.S.E.: A Game of Basketball and Imagination 
“Two teens on a city basketball court start a game of matching each other's shots. Miss five tries and you are out!” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
  



Novak, B.J.     The Book with No Pictures 
“In this book with no pictures, the reader has to say every silly word, no matter what.” (Publisher) 
 
O’Malley, Kevin.   Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude 
A girl and a boy collaborate on writing a fairy tale for school. They take turns imagining and conjuring up characters, 
with the girl delivering the ultimate plot twist.  
 
Osborne, Mary Pope.   Kate and the Beanstalk 
“The magic beans, sky-high beanstalk, and fearsome giant are all present, but lazy Jack has been replaced by brave 
and resourceful Kate, who lives with her mother in desperate poverty.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Patel, Sanjay and Emily Haynes. Ganesha's Sweet Tooth 
“Emphasizing Ganesha's playfulness, this story is a takeoff on one legend about the elephant-headed Hindu god.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Peacock, Shane; illus. Sophie Casson. The Artist and Me 
“A low-key yet powerful picture-book evocation of the final days of an eccentric artist who was both a victim of his 
own demons and the target of village bullies.” Historical fiction. (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Perkins, Lynne Rae.          Nuts to You 
“The gray squirrel Jed's human acquaintance relates this entertaining story of friendship and adventure, beginning 
with Jed's narrow escape from a hawk and then continuing with a series of tail-raising escapades.” Fantasy.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Polacco, Patricia.   The Blessing Cup   
“"History, religious persecution, immigration, and the skeins of faith and love that connect a family are all knit 
together in this powerful, accessible and deeply affecting story.” Historical fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Polacco, Patricia.        Fiona’s Lace 
“When the textile mill in Glen Kerry, Ireland, is closed, Fiona's family accepts passage to Chicago to work as servants 
for the family who paid their fares.” Historical fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Polacco, Patricia.   Mrs. Katz and Tush 
“Larnel gets to know newly widowed Mrs. Katz when he goes along with his mother to pay a comforting visit; next 
day, he goes back with a tailless kitten ("Tush") that she agrees to accept "if you'll come and help me with her." 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Potter, Alicia.     Miss Hazeltine's Home for Shy and Fearful Cats 
"Miss Hazeltine opens her home to cats who need help learning how to be brave, and their new skills are put to use 
when she finds herself in a bind." (Publisher) 
 
Reynolds, Aaron.    Back of the Bus 
"From the back of the bus, an African American child watches the arrest of Rosa Parks." Historical fiction. 
(Publisher) 
 
Robertson, Robbie.    Hiawatha and the Peacemaker 
"Robertson … crafts a legend-based tale about the unification of warring tribes into what would become known as 
the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy.” Folk tale. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Robinson, Sharon.    Under the Same Sun 
“Robinson, author of many acclaimed books about her famous father, Jackie Robinson, writes in this true story 
about her mother, Rachel (known as Bibi to the grandchildren). Here, she celebrates her 85th birthday on safari in 
Tanzania with her son and daughter-in-law and their seven children.” (Kirkus Reviews) 



 
Sanna, Francesca.  The Journey 
“A timely, powerful picture book about refugees.” (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Santat, Dan.     Are We There Yet? 
"A boy feels time slowing down so much that it starts going backward--into the time of pirates! Of princesses!  
Of dinosaurs! The boy was just trying to get to his grandmother's birthday party." (Publisher) 
    
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  Bully 
Spare, powerful words and simple, bold visual images lend themselves to conversations about bullying.  
 
Shea, Bob.   Kid Sheriff and the Terrible Toads 
“A young sheriff comes riding high—atop a tortoise—toward the troubled, ‘cumin-scented’ town of Drywater Gulch. 
Just give him a minute.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Smith, Lane.    John, Paul, George & Ben 
A humorous look at five of our country’s founding fathers. Historical fiction. 
 
Soto, Gary.    Too Many Tamales 
“Maria tries on her mother's wedding ring while helping make tamales for a Christmas family get-together. Panic 
ensues when hours later, she realizes the ring is missing.” (Publisher) 
 
Steig, William.   Abel's Island 
“A castaway on an uninhabited island, a very civilized mouse, finds his resourcefulness and endurance tested to the 
limit as he struggles to survive and return Abel to his home.” (Publisher) 
 
Thompson, Laurie Ann.   Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Ofosu Yeboah 
"Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one deformed leg, he was dismissed by most people--but not by his mother, who 
taught him to reach for his dreams." (Publisher) 
 
Thornhill, Jan.     Is This Panama? A Migration Story 
“Sammy the young Wilson's warbler's freezing toes tell him it's time to migrate, but how will he find his way from 
his home in the Arctic Circle to Panama when all the other birds have already left?” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Tonatiuh, Duncan.  Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote: A Migrant's Tale 
“A brilliant modern fable—eloquent, hopeful and heart-rending—about a rabbit family whose members cross the 
border in search of a better life, and each other.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Tonatiuh, Duncan.  The Princess and the Warrior: A Tale of Two Volcanoes 
"A Mexican legend explains the origins of two volcanoes. Equal parts melancholic and transcendent—a genuine 
triumph." (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Tracey, Fern.    Dare the Wind: The Record-Breaking Voyage of Eleanor Prentiss and the Flying Cloud 
“A lively, true story about a 19th-century woman and the 15,000-mile sailing journey she navigated.” Historical 
fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Uegaki, Chieri.   Suki's Kimono 
“On the first day of school, Suki is determined to wear her favorite clothes, even though her two older sisters don’t 
approve.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
 
 
 



Walters, Eric.     My Name Is Blessing 
Muthin (“suffering”), an actual young Kenyan boy born with no fingers on his left hand and only two on his right 
who is taunted because of his disability, lives in poverty with eight older cousins and a loving elderly grandmother, 
his Nyanya. To give him a better life, she takes him to an orphanage, where he is renamed Baraka (“blessing”).  
 
Whately, Bruce.  Wait! No Paint 
“Poor pigs! Not only do the Three Little Pigs have to contend with their old nemesis the Big Bad Wolf in the third 
visit this year, they also find themselves at the mercy of the Illustrator.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Wiesner, David.  Flotsam 
“The story of what happens when a camera becomes a piece of flotsam.” (Publisher) 
 
Wiesner, David.  Mr. Wuffles! 
"Mr. Wuffles ignores all his cat toys but one, which turns out to be a spaceship piloted by small green aliens. When 
Mr. Wuffles plays rough with the little ship, the aliens must venture into the cat's territory to make emergency 
repairs.” (Publisher) 
 
Williams, Vera B.  A Chair for Always  
“Rosa waits for the birth of her baby cousin, who is being delivered at home by a midwife.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline.    Each Kindness 
"When Ms. Albert teaches a lesson on kindness, Chloe realizes that she and her friends have been wrong in making 
fun of new student Maya's shabby clothes and refusing to play with her." (Publisher) 
 
Wormell, Christopher.  Mice, Morals, & Monkey Business: Lively Lessons from Aesop’s Fables 
“Relegating the actual texts of 21 fables to an appendix, Wormell presents a suite of full-page color woodcuts to 
illustrate them, captioned with titles and morals alone, and printed on buttery paper that really sets off the strong 
lines and gorgeous hues.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Yee, Paul.    Roses Sing on New Snow: A Delicious Tale 
“While Maylin does the cooking for her family's Chinatown restaurant, her greedy father and two fat brothers take 
all the credit.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Young, Ed.    Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China 
“Three sisters staying home alone are endangered by a hungry wolf who is disguised as their grandmother.” 
(Publisher) 
 
Zagarenski, Pamela.    The Whisper 
"A ‘magical book’ on loan from her teacher loses its words on the trip home, so a little girl spins her own stories for 
each enchanting picture.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 

Chapter Books / Series  
 
Abbott, Tony.    The Secrets of Droon series 
Eric, Julie, and Neal face magic and adventure in a mysterious world of sorcerers, wizards, and magic in these 
beginner chapter books. Fantasy. 
 
Amato, Mary.    The Riot Brothers series 
The humorous adventures, games, and missions of fifth grader Orville Riot and his third grade brother Wilbur. 
Fiction. 
 
 



Atwater, Richard and Florence Atwater. Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
The adventures of Mr. Popper, a house painter, and his family of penguins. Comedy. 
 
Byars, Betsy.    My Brother, Ant; Ant Plays Bear 
Humorous companion books about younger brother Anthony (Ant) and his older brother. Fiction.  
 
Cameron, Ann.    Julian and Huey books 
Linked short stories about seven-year-old Julian, his younger brother Huey, his best friend Gloria, and their 
contemporary African American family. Fiction. 
 
Chew, Ruth.    The Wednesday Witch, etc.   
Humorous tales about a girl and her magical adventures. Fantasy. 
 
Cleary, Beverly.   The Mouse and the Motorcycle; Runaway Ralph; Ralph S. Mouse 
A series about the adventures of a young mouse who encounters a boy and his toy motorcycle in a motel room. 
Fantasy. 
 
Cleary, Beverly.   Ramona series 
Eight humorous novels about Ramona Quimby and her family and friends in Kindergarten through fourth grade. 
Fiction. 
 
Clifford, Eth.    Flatfoot Fox series  
Detective Fox and his sidekick Secretary Bird solve mysteries with humor and wit. Mystery. 
 
Coven, Wanda.   Heidi Heckelbeck series 
Stories about a second grader and her school friends and family. Fiction. 
 
Cowley, Joy.    Snake and Lizard series 
“A sensitive snake and her lovable lizard companion enjoy a warm and touching relationship, shattering the 
stereotypes that commonly plague their cold-blooded species.” Animal fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Cronin, Doreen.    Chicken Squad series 
Misadventures involving chickens Dirt, Sugar, Poppy, and Sweetie. Mystery. 
 
Danziger, Paula.                             A is for Amber series 
These are the back stories leading up to the Amber Brown books for older readers. Fiction. 
 
Danziger, Paula.   Amber Brown series 
Follow Amber in this realistic fiction series beginning with her parents’ separation and her best friend’s move In 
third grade and through the summer following fourth grade. Fiction. 
 
DiCamillo, Kate.  Mercy Watson series  
The adventures of a pet pig who loves to eat buttered toast, sleeps in a human bed, and likes to dress up and do 
other things that ordinary pigs don’t do. Animal fantasy. 
 
Draper, Sharon.    Sassy series 
First-person realistic stories about the life and family of fashion-savvy nine-year-old Sassy. Fiction. 
 
Dumon Tak, Bibi.    Mikis and the Donkey 
“Inspired by a visit to a donkey sanctuary on the island of Corfu, this Dutch import offers a glimpse of a far-off land 
and a gentle lesson on caring for animals.” Fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) Translated from Danish. 
 
 



Egan, Tim.   Dodsworth series  
The hilarious travelogue of Dodsworth, who used to be sedentary, and his duck pal. Animal fantasy. 
 
English, Karen.    Carver Chronicles series 
The adventures and misadventures of third grade boys at Carver Elementary School. Fiction. 
 
English, Karen.                          Nikki & Deja series            
The ups and downs of third grade best friends. Fiction. 
 
Erickson, John R.  The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog (Hank the Cowdog series) 
Hank the Cowdog, Head of Ranch Security, is framed for the murder of a chicken and becomes an outlaw with the 
coyotes. Fiction. 
 
Feiffer, Jules.    A Room with a Zoo 
“Julie, the nine-year-old narrator of this novel for children (whose father happens to be a cartoonist named Jules), 
has an urgent desire to own a Chihuahua. Instead, she winds up juggling a menagerie of substitutes—cats, 
hamsters, turtles, and the like—each with its own propensity for calamity.” Fiction. (The New Yorker) 
 
Fienberg, Anna and Barbara Fienberg. Tashi series 
A fantasy adventure series from Australia about a boy who is clever, brave, and bold. Fantasy. 
 
Funke, Cornelia.   Ruffleclaw 
“Ruffleclaw, an ‘earth monster,’ is obsessed with human things—which will cause some problems.” Fantasy.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Gaiman, Neil.     Fortunately, the Milk 
“While picking up milk for his children's cereal, a father is abducted by aliens and finds himself on a wild adventure 
through time and space.” Adventure. (Publisher) 
 
Gannett, Ruth Stiles.  My Father's Dragon series 
The classic trilogy about a young boy who leaves home to rescue a baby dragon that has been captured and 
enslaved. Fantasy. 
 
Goldberg, Whoopi.    Sugar Plum Ballerinas series 
The adventures and friendships of a multiethnic cast of characters who attend the Nutcracker School of Ballet. 
Fiction. 
 
Greene, Stephanie.   Owen Foote series 
Owen Foote is into weight lifting, soccer, making money, Daniel Boone, spying, and science as he moves from 
second through fourth grades. Fiction. 
 
Grimes, Nikki.    Danitra Brown series 
Realistic fiction about Danitra and her best friend Zuri. Fiction. 
 
Grimes, Nikki.     Dyamonde Daniel series 
A four-book series about a spunky, smart third grader with a big personality. Fiction. 
 
Hale, Bruce.   Chet Gecko mystery series 
Mysteries with humor starring a fourth grade lizard detective. Fiction.  
 
Hale, Shannon and Dean Hale.   Princess in Black series 
“Perfect Princess Magnolia has a secret—her alter ego is the Princess in Black, a superhero figure who protects the 
kingdom!” Fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews) 



 
Hanlon, Abby.     Dory Fantasmagory series 
"Dory, the youngest in her family, is a girl with a very active imagination, and she spends the summer playing with 
her imaginary friend, pretending to be a dog, battling monsters, and generally driving her family nuts." Fiction. 
(Publisher) 
 
Harper, Charise.  Just Grace series 
The humorous experiences and friendships of a spunky third grader. Fiction. 
 
Hoberman, Mary Ann.  You Read to Me, I'll Read to You series  
A read-aloud collection of poems, short fables, short stories, short tall tales, etc.  
 
Howe, James.    Bunnicula series 
A humorous mystery series about a vampire bunny that is told from the viewpoint of Harold the dog. 
 
Jenkins, Emily.    Toys Go Out: Being the Adventures of a Knowledgeable Stingray,  

A Toughy Little Buffalo, and Someone Called Plastic (Toys Go Out series) 
The feelings, fears, and adventures of three toy best friends. Fantasy. 
 
Kelly, Katy.    Lucy Rose series 
Realistic stories about spunky, confident Lucy Rose in third grade and then fourth grade. Fiction.  
 
King-Smith, Dick.  Harry's Mad 
“Harry's legacy from his great-uncle, a talking parrot, proves to be a much more exciting gift than he ever 
imagined.” Animal fantasy. (Publisher) 
 
King-Smith, Dick.                        Mr. Potter’s Pet 
Mr. Potter’s assertive mynah bird begins to take charge and even arranges a match for him. Animal fantasy. 
 
King-Smith, Dick.                      The School Mouse             
“Flora, who lives with her family in a schoolhouse, learns to read with the kindergartners.” Animal fantasy.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Le Guin, Ursula K.       Catwings series 
Four young cats with wings leave the city slums in search of a safe place to live and finally meet two children with 
kind hands. Fiction. 
 
Lewis, Maggie.    Morgy Makes His Move 
“When third grader Morgy MacDougal-MacDuff moves from California to Massachusetts with his parents, he has a 
lot of new things to get used to before he feels comfortable.” Fiction. (Publisher) 
 
Lin, Grace.   Ling and Ting series 
Humorous chapter books about identical Chinese-American twin girls Ling and Ting, who have unique personalities 
and tastes. Fiction. 
 
Look, Lenore.    Ruby Lu series 
Humorous stories about a Chinese American girl’s ups and downs in second grade and third grade. Fiction. 
 
Look, Lenore.    Alvin Ho series 
Lighthearted stories about an Asian American second grader who is afraid of everything. Fiction. 
 
Lowry, Lois.    Gooney Bird series 
The classroom adventures of feisty second grader Gooney Bird Greene. Fiction. 



 
Manes, Stephen.   Be a Perfect Person in Just Three Days 
“Milo, tired of problems with his sister, parents, and classmates, finds a book in the library that promises to make 
him perfect in just three days.” Fiction. (Publisher) 
 
Mass, Wendy and Michael Brawer.   Space Taxi series 
The intergalactic space adventures of eight-year-old Archie Morningstar. Adventure. 
 
 
McDonald, Megan.    Judy Moody series 
The humorous adventures of third grader Judy Moody. Fiction. 
 
McDonald, Megan.    Stink series 
A spin-off series about the antics of Judy Moody’s younger brother. Fiction. 
 
McKay, Hilary.   Lulu series 
The adventures of seven-year-old Lulu, her cousin and best friend, Mellie, and her expanding collection of pets. 
Fiction. 
 
McMullan, Kate.             Get to Work, Hercules! (Myth-o-Mania series) 
In this updated version of Greek mythology, Hades, King of the Underworld, tells the true story of Hercules and his 
twelve labors.  
 
Mills, Claudia.                          Izzy Barr, Running Star (Franklin School Friends series) 
"Third grade sports whiz Izzy Barr excels at both softball and running and wonders why her father doesn't seem to 
appreciate her athletic talent as much as her brother's.” Fiction. (School Library Journal)  
 
Norton, Mary.                 The Borrowers (series) 
All is well with a family of tiny people living underneath the kitchen floor of an old English country manor, with 
furnishings “borrowed” from the “human beans” living above them, until a human boy spots them. Fantasy. 
 
Osborne, Mary Pope.   The Magic Tree House series 
Travel through space and time with Jack and his little sister Annie. Fantasy. 
 
Paratore, Coleen Murtagh.     Sunny Holiday  
“Unhappy that January is so dark and boring, fourth grader Sunny hopes to invent a new holiday—a Kid’s Day 
halfway between Christmas and Valentine’s Day—and to get the mayor to proclaim it.” Fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Paratore, Coleen Murtagh.     Sweet and Sunny 
“In this sequel to Sunny Holiday (Scholastic, 2009), the strong, upbeat fourth grader continues to promote the idea 
of a Kid's Day, speak her mind, and solve her own problems.” Fiction. (School Library Journal) 
 
Pennypacker, Sara.    Completely Clementine (Clementine series) 
"Clementine faces changes at the end of her third grade year and anticipates the birth of her family's new baby." 
Fiction. (Publisher) 
 
Quattlebaum, Mary.   Spark Fly High: The Legend of Dancing Point 
“A colonist wins a dance with the devil in this lively retelling of a Virginia folktale.” (Booklist) 
 
Roy, Ron.    A to Z Mysteries series 
Three savvy nine-year-old detectives join forces to solve cases.      
 
 



Quinn, Jordan.     The Kingdom of Wrenly series 
Adventure-seeking eight-year-old Prince Lucas and savvy Clara, daughter of the queen's seamstress and the only 
friend he is allowed, join forces in quests that take them to all parts of the fantastical Kingdom of Wrenly. Fantasy. 
 
Rissi, Anica Mrose.    Anna, Banana series 
Realistic stories about third grade friendships. Fiction.  
 
Rodgers, Greg.    Chukfi Rabbit's Big, Bad Bellyache: A Trickster Tale 
"A classic trickster tale in the Choctaw tradition." (Publisher) 
 
Rylant, Cynthia.   The High-Rise Private Eyes series 
Best friends and ace detectives Bunny Brown (rabbit) and Jack Jones (raccoon) team up to solve mysteries occurring 
in their urban neighborhood. Fiction. 
 
Sachar, Louis.    Wayside School series 
Humorous stories about the students and teachers at a school built with 30 stories and one classroom on each 
floor. Fiction. 
 
Schneider, Josh.    Tales for Very Picky Eaters 
"Eager and picky eaters alike will enjoy the wordplay and outrageous situations, which create humor from a familiar 
source of family tension.” Fiction. (Booklist) 
 
Scieszka, Jon.          Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor (Frank Einstein series) 
“In his Grandpa Al's garage workshop, child genius Frank Einstein tries to invent a robot that can learn on its own, 
and after an accident brings wisecracking Klink and overly expressive Klank to life, they set about helping Frank 
perfect his Antimatter Motor until his arch nemesis, T. Edison, steals the robots for his doomsday plan.” Science 
fiction/humor. (Publisher) 
 
Scieszka, Jon.    Time Warp Trio series 
“A book from his magician uncle transports Joe and his friends, Fred and Sam, back in time to swashbuckling 
adventures fraught with dangers at every turn.” Fiction. (School Library Journal) 
 
Singh, Vandana.  Younguncle Comes to Town 
“In a small town in northern India, three siblings await their father's youngest brother, Younguncle, who is said to 
be somewhat eccentric.” Fiction. (Publisher)   
 
Smith, Alex T.     Claude in the City 
“This British import mixes outlandish adventures (or possibly very vivid dreams) with intentionally juvenile jokes to 
create a zany first (U.S.) entry in a series for transitioning readers. The episodic plot follows two days in the life of 
Claude, a talking, beret-wearing dog, and his best friend, a sentient, independently mobile sock named Sir 
Bobblysock.” Fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Sobol, Donald.    Encyclopedia Brown series 
Match wits with a 10-year-old boy who is always solving intriguing mysteries. 
 
Steig, William.    Abel’s Island 
“With inimitable style, Steig tells the story of a mouse, Abelard Hassam di Chirico Flint, who gets swept away in a 
driving rainstorm while rescuing his wife's scarf and winds up stranded on a river island for a year.” Fiction. 
(Booklist) 
 
Sternberg, Julie.    Like Bug Juice on a Burger 
“Nine-year-old Eleanor discovers that it's possible to like some things about sleep-away camp.” Fiction.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 



Sternberg, Julie.    Like Pickle Juice on a Cookie 
“When Bibi, her first and favorite babysitter, moves away, it takes all of August for 8-year-old Eleanor to get beyond 
her sense of loss and get used to a new caretaker.” Fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Stout, Shawn.     Penelope Crumb series 
A series for fans of the Ramona, Judy Moody, and Clementine series. Fiction. 
 
Urban, Linda.     Weekends with Max and his Dad 
“During a series of visits with his dad in his new apartment, Max begins adjusting to his parents' recent separation.” 
Fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Viorst, Judith.                            Lulu series 
The escapades of young Lulu, who is used to getting her way! 
 
Voake, Steve.     Daisy Dawson Is on Her Way! (Daisy Dawson series) 
“Daisy, small for her age, has a big imagination, one that often leads her to dawdling during flights of fancy.” Fiction. 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
White, E. B.    Charlotte’s Web 
When he discovers that he will be the farmer's Christmas dinner, Wilbur the pig is desolate until his spider friend, 
Charlotte, decides to help him. Animal fantasy. 
 
White, E. B.          Stuart Little 
The debonair mouse Stuart Little, born to a family of humans in New York City, loves exciting experiences. His 
greatest adventure involves the search for his best friend, a beautiful bird named Margalo. Animal fantasy. 
 

Graphic Fiction and Other Graphic Genres 
 
Bell, Cece.     El Deafo 
The author recounts in graphic novel format her experiences with hearing loss at a young age, including using a 
bulky hearing aid, learning how to lip read, and determining her "superpower." Memoir.  
 
Davis, Jim.    Garfield books 
Antics and adventures of a cat named Garfield. Humor. 
 
Duffy, Chris., editor        Fairy Tale Comics: Classic Tales Told by Extraordinary Cartoonists  
Seventeen fairy tales, from old favorites (Puss in Boots and Goldilocks) to obscure gems (The Boy Who Drew Cats), 
are adapted and illustrated in comic book format by acclaimed artists Raina Telgemeier, Brett Helquist, Cherise 
Harper, and others. Folk tales.  
 
Haspiel, Dean.    Mo and Jo Fighting Together Forever 
“The newest addition to the Toon Book early-reader series presents brother and sister Joey and Mona, who are 
always fighting. The only thing they agree on is their favorite superhero, the Mighty Mojo.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Holm, Jennifer L., Matthew Holm, and Jarrett J. Krosoczka, eds.    Comics Squad:  Recess!; Comics Squad #2: Lunch! 
Comics anthologies. 
 
Holm, Jennifer L. and Matthew Holm.     Babymouse series 
Stories about the adventures of a little mouse with a big imagination. 
 
Jamieson, Victoria.    The Great Pet Escape 
"Classroom pets have a wild night in the halls of Daisy P. Flugelhorn Elementary.” Fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews) 
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Kinney, Jeff.             Diary of a Wimpy Kid series 
The journals of Middle School student Greg Heffley.  
 
Liniers.     Written and Drawn by Henrietta 
“Argentine cartoonist Liniers presents a graphic ode to the pleasures and challenges of composition, starring his 
recurring character Henrietta, a young bibliophile.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
McCloskey, Kevin.    The Real Poop on Pigeons 
"Budding naturalists who dug We Dig Worms! (2015) will, well, coo over this similarly enlightening accolade.” 
Nonfiction.  
Peirce, Lincoln.              Big Nate series 
Follows the adventures and misadventures of an 11-year-old self-described Middle School genius. Graphic/fiction 
hybrid. 
 
Peirce, Lincoln.    Big Nate Activity Book series 
Comics, doodles, jokes, mazes, puzzles, etc. featuring the characters from the series. 
 
Pilkey, Dav.    Captain Underpants series 
The escapades of two fourth grade pranksters and Captain Underpants, a comic book superhero who accidentally 
comes to life. Graphic/fiction hybrid.  
 
Proimos, James.   Johnny Mutton series 
The adventures of a zany boy-sheep. 
 
Rosado, Rafael and Jorge Aguirre.   Chronicles of Claudette series  
A humorous series about a spunky young girl and her two sidekicks who set out to right wrongs and fight foes. 
Fantasy. 
 
Siegel, Siena Cherson.  To Dance: A Ballerina's Graphic Novel 
A graphic memoir about how the author became a ballerina, from her early dreams in Puerto Rico to dance class in 
Boston to her debut performance on stage with the New York City Ballet. 
 
Smith, Jeff.        Bone series       
Banned from Boneville, three cousins have wild experiences and form new friendships when they are trapped in a 
wonderful land filled with secrets and danger.  
 
Sturm, James and Andrew Arnold.  Adventures in Cartooning: How to Turn Your Doodles into Comics 
“Not quite a how-to book, as the cover might suggest, this is rather a stupendous new high for children’s graphic 
novels, spearheaded by comics maestro Sturm (Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow, 2007).” (Booklist) 
 
Vernon, Ursula.    Harriet the Invincible (Hamster Princess series) 
"Never a conventional princess, Harriet becomes an adventurer after learning she is cursed to fall into a deep sleep 
on her twelfth birthday, but after two years of slaying ogres, cliff-diving, and more with her riding quail, Mumfrey, 
things go awry at home and she must seek a prince to set things right." Fantasy. (Publisher) 
 
Watterson, Bill.   Calvin and Hobbes 
Beloved comics about a boy and his stuffed animal. 
 

 

 



Longer Books / Read-Alouds 
 
Bearn, Emily.    Tumtum & Nutmeg: Adventures Beyond Nutmouse Hall 
“Charmingly old-fashioned but full of vigor, three tales about spry mouse couple Mr. and Mrs. Nutmouse offer 
humor and adventure.” Fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Butterworth, Oliver.        The Enormous Egg 
“Nate Twitchell, who is about ten and who lives in Freedom, N. H. where his father edits the Freedom Se, describes 
the great changes that come into his life when a dinosaur is born in one of their chicken coops.” Fiction.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Clary, Julian; illus. David Roberts.        The Bolds 
“Meet the Bolds: Fred, Amelia, and their children, Bobby and Betty; as nice a suburban family of hyenas posing as 
humans as one could ask for, they should rehabilitate the scavenger's tattered, post-Lion King reputation among 
the younger set…Wildly original and very funny.” Animal fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
 
Dahl, Roald.    James and the Giant Peach 
“After the untimely death of his parents, little James finds life with aunts Sponge and Spiker miserable until a magic 
potion produces an enormous peach that becomes his new and exciting home.” Fiction. (Publisher) 
 
DiCamillo, Kate.       The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, 
     and a Spool of Thread 
“The adventures of Despereaux Tilling -- a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant 
girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.” Fiction. (Publisher) 
 
Eager, Edward.    Half Magic (Tales of Magic series) 
“When fatherless Jane, Mark, Katherine and Martha, all ages, whose mother works on a newspaper, find an old 
coin, things begin to happen. Their wishes send them on adventures to such far strands as King Arthur's Court and 
the Sahara Desert and not only that, but the coin brings them a new father in the person of compatible Mr. Smith 
whom the children all learn to love in good time.” Fantasy. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Henkes, Kevin.    The Year of Billy Miller 
“Billy Miller's second grade year is quietly spectacular in a wonderfully ordinary way.” Fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Lewis, C. S.    The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (Chronicles of Narnia series) 
“In the first story in the series, four English schoolchildren find their way through the back of a wardrobe into the 
magic land of Narnia and help Aslan, the golden lion, to triumph over the White Witch, who has cursed the land 
with eternal winter.” Fantasy. (Publisher) 
 
Martin, Ann M. and Laura Godwin.  The Doll People series 
Follows the adventures of best friends Annabelle Doll, who has been eight years old for more than 100 years, and 
modern, plastic Tiffany Funcraft. Fantasy. 
 
Selfors, Suzanne.            The Lonely Lake Monster (Imaginary Veterinary series) 
“Ten year olds Pearl and Ben encounter otherworldly animals, including a lake monster, during their first official day 
as apprentices to Dr. Woo, a veterinarian for imaginary creatures.” Fantasy. (Publisher) 
 
Selfors, Suzanne.            Smells Like Treasure (Smells Like Dog series) 
“Farm boy Homer Pudding receives a mysterious note emblazoned with the letters L.O.S.T. and knows that it is time 
to meet the society of Legends, Objects, Secrets, and Treasures, take his Uncle's place, and hunt for treasure.” 
Adventure. (Publisher) 
 



Snicket, Lemony.  A Series of Unfortunate Events (series) 
Three orphans survive darkly humorous misadventures as they go from home to home and book to book directed 
by their well-meaning but bumbling guardian. Fiction. 
   
 

Poetry 
 
Agee, Jon.    Orangutan Tongs: Poems to Tangle Your Tongue 
“"Agee acknowledges Alvin Schwartz's A Twister of Twists, A Tangler of Tongues (1972) as a major source, but adds 
his own distinctive mix of simplicity and sophisticated wit to this top-notch tub full of tangue tonglers.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Brown, Skila.     Slickety Quick: Poems About Sharks 
“Fourteen sharks, each with a dedicated poem, lurk within these turquoise-watered pages.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Chandra, Deborah and Madeleine Comora.  George Washington’s Teeth 
“In a clever approach to history, Chandra and Comora string together spry stanzas describing the dental difficulties 
that plagued George Washington.” (Publishers Weekly) 
 
Coombs, Kate.     Water Sings Blue: Ocean Poems 
“Twenty-three poems and evocative watercolor paintings pay tribute to the wonders of the ocean world.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Florian, Douglas.               Comets, Stars, the Moon, and Mars: Space Poems and Paintings 
“Stunning mixed-media illustrations accompany a series of poems that celebrate the wonder and mystery of space. 
From the universe, the sequence narrows its focus to the galaxy, the solar system and then each body in turn, from 
the sun to poor demoted Pluto, and beyond.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Florian, Douglas.                 Shiver Me Timbers! Pirate Poems and Paintings    
“Arr! ’Tis a bonny day indeed when piratical inclinations are recorded with such florid nastiness as that found in this 
stellar collection of seagoing poems for salty dogs.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
George, Kristine.   Little Dog and Duncan 
“A series of simply worded, evocatively illustrated poems tell an inviting tale of two canines, one gigantic and one 
petite, as they enthusiastically greet one another, carefully work out territorial issues, roughhouse, and vie for the 
attention of Little Dog's young owner.” (School Library Journal) 
 
Giovanni, Nikki., editor. Hip Hop Speaks to Children: A Celebration of Poetry with a Beat 
“"The variety of poetic forms and performance styles (sometimes elucidated on the CD, as well is in Giovanni's 
introduction) makes this collection an excellent source of material not found together elsewhere.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Janezko, Paul B., editor. Firefly July: A Year of Very Short Poems 
“Choosing from works spanning three centuries, Janeczko artfully arranges 36 elegant poems among the four 
seasons.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Kennedy, Caroline, editor.      Poems to Learn by Heart 
“A gorgeous collection of poems selected with commitment to memory in mind.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Mora, Pat.   Water Rolls, Water Rises /El agua rueda, el agua sube. 
Bilingual poems about the movement and moods of water around the world and the ways in which water affects 
different landscapes and cultures.  
 
 



Muth, Jon J.   Hi, Koo! A Year of Seasons 
“26 poems depicting images across four seasons, starting with fall.” (School Library Journal) 
 
Noda, Takayo.              Dear World 
“Using brilliant, subtly modulated colors and expressively shaped pieces of handmade paper, Noda creates a world 
of deceptive simplicity in neat collages of stylized houses, orchards, and gardens, of seasonal changes, of glowing 
arrays of stars, birds, fish, and flowers.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Orgill, Roxane; illus. Francis Vallejo. Jazz Day: The Making of a Famous Photograph 
“In 21 poems, Orgill introduces Art Kane's iconic 1958 Harlem photograph to young readers, spotlighting many of 
the 57 jazz musicians pictured.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Powell, Patricia Hruby.           Josephine: The Dazzling Life of Josephine Baker 
This book paints a portrait of the passionate performer and civil rights advocate Josephine Baker, the woman who 
worked her way from the slums of St. Louis to the grandest stages in the world. Biography. 
 
Prelutsky, Jack.   If Not for the Cat 
“Prelutsky changes pace and adopts a philosophical tone in a set of animal riddles framed as first-person haiku.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Prelutsky, Jack.   A Pizza the Size of the Sun 
“A collection of well over 100 poems that pop and sparkle like firecrackers, well up to the standard set by this 
team's Something BIG Has Been Here (1990) and The New Kid on the Block (1984).” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Raczka, Bob.     Wet Cement: A Mix of Concrete Poems 
"Readers may never look at concrete, or shaped, poetry in the same way again.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Rosen, Michael J.   The Hound Dog’s Haiku and Other Poems for Dog Lovers 
“Pooches large and small, common and rare abound in this glorious collection of haiku.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Sidman, Joyce.    Winter Bees & Other Poems of the Cold 

“Discover how animals stay alive in the wintertime and learn about their secret lives under the snow.” (Publisher) 
 
Silverstein, Shel.   Falling Up 
"Readers chortling their way through this inspired assemblage of cautionary tales, verbal hijinks, and thoughtful 
observations, deftly inserted, will find the temptation to read parts of it aloud irresistible.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Silverstein, Shel.                            Runny Babbit: A Billy Sook 
"Like the humor, the simple line drawings accompanying each poem are vintage Silverstein—so, gip, don't sulp,  
and enjoy this unexpected lagniappe from one of the greats.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Singer, Marilyn.      Follow Follow: A Book of Reverso Poems 
Witty double takes on fairy tale favorites.  
 
Singer, Marilyn.      Mirror Mirror: A Book of Reverso Poems 
A collection of short poems which, when reversed, provide new perspectives on the fairy tale characters they 
feature.  
 
Thomas, Joyce Carol.   The Blacker the Berry 
“A collection of poems, including ‘Golden Goodness,’ ‘Cranberry Red,’ and ‘Biscuit Brown,’ that celebrate 
individuality and Afro-American identity.” (Publisher) 
 
 



Weatherford, Carole.   Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom 
“In elegant free verse, Weatherford imagines Tubman's remarkable escape from slavery and her role in guiding 
hundreds to freedom.” Historical fiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Worth, Valerie.   Pug and Other Animal Poems 
“Presents a collection of whimsical animal poems that describe eccentric animal behaviors, complemented by 
collage illustrations.” (Publisher) 
 

Nonfiction and Informational Picture Books 
 
Asim, Jabari.     Fifty Cents and a Dream: Young Booker T. Washington 
“A former slave fulfills his quest for an education and much more in this superbly designed tribute to an oft-
maligned African-American educator and author.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Bang, Molly and Penny Chisholm.   Living Sunlight: How Plants Bring the Earth to Light 
“Photosynthesis is thrilling to ponder, and Bang and Chisholm shout their enthusiasm for the process—and for the 
interconnectedness of all living things—from the (probably solar-paneled) rooftops.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Barlow, Melissa.   Noodlemania! 50 Playful Pasta Recipes 
"Totem Pole Tortellini, Ladybug Salad, and a Purple Pasta Monster are just a few of the edible creations kids can 
help prepare that will tantalize the taste buds of young foodies.” Cookbook. (School Library Journal) 
 
Berne, Jennifer.   On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein 
“A boy who asked too many questions becomes iconic physicist Albert Einstein, whose questions changed the 
world.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Bishop, Nic.    Nic Bishop series  
Close-up looks at butterflies and moths, chameleons, lizards, marsupials, the red-eyed tree frog, snakes, and spiders 
provided by an award-winning nature photographer. Informational picture books. 
 
Borden, Louise.   The Journey That Saved Curious George: The True Wartime Escape   
    of Margaret  and H. A. Rey 
“Presents biographies of two individuals who fled Paris in 1940 as the Germans were advancing and who later 
wrote children's literature featuring Curious George.” Biography. (Publisher) 
 
Brown, Don.     Aaron and Alexander: The Most Famous Duel in American History 
"The peculiar enmity between founding fathers Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton culminated in an infamous 
duel.” Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Brown, Don.   Odd Boy Out: Young Albert Einstein  
“Kids won’t need to understand relativity to appreciate Einstein’s passage from lonely oddball to breathtaking 
genius.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Brown, Don.    Teedie: The Story of Young Teddy Roosevelt 
A biography of the youngest U.S. president’s childhood and accomplishments. 
 
Bryant, Jennifer.      The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus 
“The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus is a fabulous illustrated junior biography, celebrating the richness and 
power of words, and the wonderful story of the man who organized and listed words to make them accessible to all 
who are literate.” Biography. (Midwest Book Review) 
 
 



Cassino, Mark and Jon Nelson; photographer Mark Cassino.        The Story of Snow: The Science of Winter’s Wonder 
“Sure to get young scientists outside in the cold, particularly as it helpfully includes crystal-catching instructions.”  
 
Cate, Annette LeBlanc.  Look Up! Bird-Watching in Your Own Backyard 
"Small and accessible, this is jam-packed with accurate information likely to increase any potential birder's 
enthusiasm and knowledge.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Chin, Jason.    Redwoods 
“Chin introduces the world of old-growth redwood forests to young readers in this effective mix of fiction and 
nonfiction.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Chin, Jason.     Gravity 
“After stunning explorations of the Galápagos Islands and California's redwoods, Chin turns literally high-concept 
for a study of gravity's pull.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
 
 
 
 
Cline-Ransome, Lesa.  Benny Goodman and Teddy Wilson: Taking the Stage as the First   
    Black-and-White Jazz Band in History  
This lyrical picture book relates how two musical prodigies from very different backgrounds -- Teddy Wilson, a 
young black boy growing up in Tuskegee, Alabama and Benny Goodman, the son of struggling Russian-Jewish 
immigrants from the West Side of Chicago -- formed the Benny Goodman Trio with Gene Krupa in 1936 and helped 
create the jazz style known as swing.  
 
Cline-Ransome, Lesa.    My Story, My Dance: Robert Battle’s Journey to Alvin Ailey 
“Only the third person to direct the esteemed and much-loved American dance company, Battle represents a 
strong line that celebrates African-American music, faith, and dance.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Coles, Robert.    The Story of Ruby Bridges 
“Ruby Bridges was the sole African American child to attend a New Orleans elementary school after court-ordered 
desegregation in 1960.” Biography. (Publishers Weekly) 
 
Cooney, Barbara.   Eleanor 
“The privileged though painful childhood of First Lady and humanitarian Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962) is 
chronicled with tenderness and care in Caldecott Medalist Cooney's (Emily; The Ox-Cart Man) memorable picture 
book biography.” (Publishers Weekly) 
 
Cornille, Didier; illus. Didier Cornille; trans. Yolanda Stern Broad.    Bridges: An Introduction to Ten Great Bridges 
             and Their Designers (Who Built That? Series) 
“Ten bridges that both changed how we get from here to there and stunned us with their design beauty and 
engineering cleverness.“ (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Coy, John.    Game Changer: John McLendon and the Secret Game  
“A picture-book account of a historic, secret basketball matchup in the Jim Crow South.” 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Coy, John.     Hoop Genius: How a Desperate Teacher and a Rowdy Gym Class Invented 
Basketball 
“This picture-book basketball history spotlights how James Naismith came to invent the game now played around 
the world.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 



Das, Prodeepta.    A Day I Remember: An Indian Wedding 
"Resplendent in his turban and embroidered coat, Swayam, a young Indian boy, acts as the markundi (special 
attendant) for his uncle's wedding.”. (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Deedy, Carmen Agra and Wilson Kimeli Naiyomah.  14 Cows for America 
“Kimeli Naiyomah returned home to his Maasai village from New York City with news of 9/11 terrorist attacks. His 
story prompted the villagers to give a heartfelt gift to help America heal.”  (School Library Journal) 
 
Dennis, Brian, Kirby Larson, and Mary Nethery.  Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine & a Miracle 
“A true story of a feral dog from Iraq that found a home in the United States.”  (School Library Journal) 
 
dePaola, Tomie.   26 Fairmount Avenue 
Recollections of memorable moments from the author’s childhood, centered around the building of his family’s 
new house in the 1930s. Memoir. 
 
dePaola, Tomie.                    Here We All Are  
“Picking up his memoir where 26 Fairmount Avenue (1999) left off, dePaola presents a kindergartner's-eye view of 
his new house, growing family, and increasingly busy life.” Memoir. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
dePaola, Tomie.                On My Way 
dePaola shares remembrances of family events between the end of Kindergarten and the beginning of first grade. 
Memoir. 
 
Emberley, Ed.    Ed Emberley’s Complete Funprint Drawing Book 
One of many recommended drawing books by this author. 
 
Eszterhas, Suzi.    Koala Hospital 
"This book, abundant with color photographs, takes readers into the world's only hospital solely for koalas." 
Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Ferris, Jeri Chase.    Noah Webster & His Words 
“A charming introduction to Noah Webster, creator of ‘the second most popular book ever printed in English, after 
the Bible.’" Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Floca, Brian.   Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11 
“A dizzying, masterful command of visual pacing combines with an acute sense of verbal rhythms to provide a 
glorious account of the Apollo 11 mission…”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Gerstein, Mordicai.   The Man Who Walked Between the Towers 
“A spare recounting of Philippe Petit's daring 1974 wire walk between the Twin Towers depicts him as a street 
performer who defies authority to risk his feat, is arrested, and then sentenced to perform for the children of New 
York.” Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Guiberson, Brenda.    The Most Amazing Creature in the Sea 
“Following the format of their The Greatest Dinosaur Ever (2013), Guiberson and Spirin offer answers to that 
question from a dozen amazing sea creatures, plus a passel of helpers.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Hale, Christy.   Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building 
"Hale turns her educated eye to modern and contemporary architecture and produces a book that is at once 
groundbreaking, child-friendly and marvelously inclusive.” Informational picture book/poetry. (Kirkus Reviews) 
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Hartland, Jessie.    How the Meteorite Got to the Museum 
“Hartland follows up earlier titles about museum acquisitions of an ancient Egyptian sphinx and remains of a 
dinosaur with a lively new one based on the travels of the Peekskill meteorite to the American Museum of Natural 
History.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Heiligman, Deborah.         The Boy Who Loved Math: The Improbable Life of Paul Erdos 
“An exuberant and admiring portrait introduces the odd, marvelously nerdy, way cool Hungarian-born itinerant 
mathematical genius.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Hill, Laban Carrick.           When the Beat Was Born: DJ Kool Herc and the Creation of Hip Hop 
This book tells the story of Clive Campbell/DJ Kool Herc, from his childhood in Jamaica to his youth in the Bronx and 
how Kool Herc came to be a DJ, how kids in gangs stopped fighting in order to breakdance, and how the music he 
invented went on to define a culture and transform the world. Biography. 
 
Hopkins, H. Joseph. The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One Tree-Loving Woman Changed a City Forever 
“Hopkins respectfully profiles Kate Sessions, a pioneering horticulturalist who helped transform San Diego's City 
Park from a barren waste into today's lush, tree-filled Balboa Park.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Jenkins, Steve.    Down, Down, Down: A Journey to the Bottom of the Sea 
“From above the surface to the bottom of the deepest sea canyon, unusual creatures inhabit every level of our 
oceans, even those seemingly hostile to life.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Jenkins, Steve.     Egg: Nature's Perfect Package 
"Explore how a simple, often colorful, sometimes surprisingly shaped package, reveals nature's life cycle, unusual 
animal defensive strategies, parenting behavior, evolution, and more."  (Publisher) 
 
Jenkins, Steve.   Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World 
“The evolution of the eye and the surprising ways animals see the world are displayed in a thoughtfully designed 
and engagingly illustrated album.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Jenkins, Steve and Robin Page.  How to Swallow a Pig: Step-by-Step Advice from the Animal Kingdom 
“With tongues firmly in cheeks, a pair of animal admirers offers step-by-step instructions for engaging in some 
surprising animal behaviors.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Jenkins, Steve and Robin Page.   What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? 
“Not only does Jenkins (Life on Earth, 2002, etc.) again display a genius for creating paper-collage wildlife portraits 
with astonishingly realistic skin, fur, and feathers, but here on alternate spreads he zooms in for equally lifelike 
close-ups of ears, eyes, noses, mouths, feet, and tails.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Kalman, Maira.    Thomas Jefferson: Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Everything 
“Impressive complexity put artfully and respectfully within the grasps of young readers.” Biography.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Katz, Alan.     Smelly Locker: Silly Dilly School Songs 
“Well-known songs, including ‘Oh Susannah’ and ‘Take Me Out to the Ballgame,’ are presented with new words and 
titles such as ‘Heavy Backpack!’ and ‘I Don't Want to Do Homework!’” (Publisher) 
 
Kerley, Barbara.    Those Rebels, John and Tom 
“A graceful and good-humored account introduces the very human sides of the disparate duo who came together in 
the Continental Congress to give birth to American independence in an extraordinary achievement in 1774-1776.”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 



Kerley, Barbara.   What to Do about Alice? How Alice Roosevelt Broke the Rules,    
    Charmed the World, and Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy! 
“Theodore Roosevelt's irrepressible oldest child receives an appropriately vivacious appreciation in this superb 
picture book.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Kraft, Betsy Harvey.    The Fantastic Ferris Wheel: The Story of Inventor George Ferris 
“Heeding the call to ‘make big plans’ for the 1893 Chicago World's Fair, George Ferris designed—and built—the 
giant observation wheel that now bears his name.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Kramer, S. A.               Baseball’s Greatest Hitters 
Profiles of Ted Williams, Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb, Hank Aaron, Miguel Cabrera, and Mike Trout. 
 
Krull, Kathleen.   Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez 
“The dramatic story of Chavez's 340-mile march to protest the working conditions of migrant farmworkers in 
California is the centerpiece of this well-told biography.” (School Library Journal) 
 
Kudlinski, Kathleen V.   Boy, Were We Wrong about Dinosaurs! 
“Examines what is known about dinosaur bones, behavior, and other characteristics and how different the facts 
often are from what scientists, from ancient China to the recent past, believed to be true.” Nonfiction. (Publisher) 
 
Lawlor, Laurie.            Rachel Carson and Her Book That Changed the World 
“Retells the story of Rachel Carson, a pioneering environmentalist who wrote and published ‘Silent Spring,’ the 
revolutionary book pointing out the dangerous effects of chemicals on the living world.” Biography. (Publisher) 
 
Lewis, J. Patrick.  Face Bug 
“Gruesome but fascinating photomicrographs of 14 different bugs are the focus of this unusual science book that 
combines poetry, line drawings and scientific facts to bring bugs alive for curious children.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
London, Jonathan.   Hippos Are Huge!  
"Hippos are huge, graceful and dangerous, as depicted in this colorful, informative book for the youngest 
naturalists.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Macaulay, David.   Castle 
“What David Macaulay can draw—churches, cities, pyramids—he does better than any pen-and-ink illustrator in 
the world. Castle once again goes through a brick-by-brick assembly, employing cross-hatches and thin black lines 
to evoke a medieval place and period." (Time Magazine) 
 
MacLachlan, Patricia.  The Iridescence of Birds: A Book About Henri Matisse 
“If indeed the ‘child is father to the man,’ Newbery medalist MacLachlan's poetic, careful and concentrated text 
captures the essence of Matisse's childhood experiences and draws powerful parallels with his later life and work.” 
Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Markle, Sandra.    The Long, Long Journey: The Godwit's Amazing Migration 
“In four short months, a bar-tailed godwit chick becomes an adult that makes an incredible journey.”   
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
McCully, Emily Arnold.   Queen of the Diamond: The Lizzie Murphy Story 
"A very determined girl in turn-of-the-20th-century Rhode Island decides that she will play baseball." Biography. 
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Moss, Marissa.    Barbed Wire Baseball 
“Kenichi Zenimura built a baseball legacy in the Japanese-American internment camps during World War II.” 
Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 



 
Myers, Walter Dean.   Malcolm X: A Fire Burning Brightly 
“From the troubled childhood of Malcolm Little to the assassination of Malcolm X, Myers shows the influences on 
and the personal strengths of this fiery leader.” Biography. (School Library Journal) 
 
National Geographic Kids. Just Joking series and Weird But True series 
 
Nelson, Kadir.     Nelson Mandela 
“An inspirational ode to the life of the great South African leader by an award-winning author and illustrator.” 
Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux. Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, Deputy U. S. Marshal 
As a U.S. Marshal -- and former slave who escaped to freedom in the Indian Territories in the late 1800’s-- Bass was 
the most feared and respected lawman in the territories for three decades. Biography. 
 
Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux.   The Book Itch: Freedom, Truth, and Harlem’s Greatest Bookstore 
This is a tribute from the bookstore owner’s son (who is also the author’s relative) to Lewis Michaux and to the 
landmark National Memorial African Bookstore that he founded in Harlem in the 1930s. Biography.  
 
Neri, G.                   Hello, I'm Johnny Cash 
"An exceptional portrait of one of the most recognizable musicians of all time.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Nivola, Claire A.             Life in the Ocean: The Story of Oceanographer Sylvia Earle 
“Young explorers will be happy to dive into this captivatingly illustrated biography of the renowned 
oceanographer.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Nivola, Claire.    Planting the Trees of Kenya: The Story of Wangari Maathai 
“Laced with gracefully told anecdotes, this picture-book biography examines the work of Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize-
winner Maathai, who returned from college abroad to find her country ecologically imperiled.” Biography.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Nobleman, Marc Tyler.    Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman 
“Drawing incidents and dialogue directly from a range of published interviews and other accounts, Nobleman shows 
how Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster parlayed a steady diet of Tarzan, Buck Rogers and Flash Gordon into a new kind of 
Hero, with superhuman abilities and a secret identity not so different from, well, themselves.” Biography.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Novesky, Am; illus. Isabelle Arsenault. Cloth Lullaby: The Woven Life of Louise Bourgeois 
"Splendid visual and verbal introduction to little-known artist Louise Bourgeois.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews)  
 
Pelletier, Mia.     A Children's Guide to Arctic Birds 
"An Arctic ecologist introduces a dozen bird species that take advantage of the food available in the brief but 
bountiful summer to nest and raise their young in the far north." Nonfiction. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis.  Martin & Mahalia: His Words, Her Song 
“A well-illustrated and meticulously researched story of the inextricably intertwined lives of two important African-
American historical figures.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis; illus. Brian Pinkney.    Sojourner Truth’s Step-Stomp Stride 
“The Pinkneys (Boycott Blues, 2008, etc.) collaborate on an upbeat yet nuanced picture biography of Sojourner 
Truth, whose slave name was Isabella.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
 



Pizzoli, Greg.     Tricky Vic ....The Impossibly True Story of the Man Who Sold the Eiffel Tower 
"An appealingly colorful, deadpan account of a remarkably audacious and creative criminal.” Biography.  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Pringle, Laurence.   Strange and Wonderful series 
Easy to read, comprehensive introductions to owls, dinosaurs, crows, bats, frogs, octopuses, scorpions, penguins, 
snakes, whales, etc. Informational picture books. 
 
Rappaport, Doreen.   Eleanor, Quiet No More: The Life of Eleanor Roosevelt 
“Unhappy and quiet as a child, Eleanor Roosevelt learned to speak for herself as a teenager, encouraged her 
husband Franklin D. Roosevelt's political career and made one for herself during his presidency and after his death, 
defending the weak and fighting for freedoms.”  (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Rappaport, Doreen.    Elizabeth Started All the Trouble 
“Rappaport examines the salient successes and raw setbacks along the 144-year-long road between the nation's 
birth and women's suffrage.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Rosenstock, Barb.    The Noisy Paint Box: The Colors and Sounds of Kandinsky's Abstract Art 
“This impressive biography of Vasily Kandinsky highlights the unusual connection between his art and the music 
that inspired it.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Rosenthal, Betsy R.    An Ambush of Tigers: A Wild Gathering of Collective Nouns 
"Homonyms are used as mnemonic devices to help readers remember ‘A Wild Gathering of Collective Nouns.’”  
(Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Roth, Susan and Karen Leggett Abouraya. Hands Around the Library: Protecting Egypt’s Treasured Books 
Vibrant collages illustrate this true 2011 event, during the Arab Spring, in which thousands of demonstrators and 
library staff joined hands to protect the Bibliotheca Alexandrina -- Alexandria, Egypt’s greatest library – from 
vandalism.  
 
Ryan, Pam Muñoz.   When Marian Sang: The True Recital of Marian Anderson 
“Tracing the African-American diva from her beginnings as an eight-year-old church choir wonder … through years 
of struggle to rise above the racism that would delay her debut with the Metropolitan Opera until she was 57, this 
book masterfully distills the events in the life of an extraordinary musician.” Biography. (Publishers Weekly) 
 
Sayre, April Pulley.    Raindrops Roll 
"Sheds new light on the wonders of rain, from the beauty of a raindrop balanced on a leaf to the amazing, never-
ending water cycle that keeps our planet in perfect ecological balance."  (Publisher) 
 
Sayre, April Pulley.  Stars Beneath Your Bed: The Surprising Story of Dust 
“This elegant picture book introduces the concept of dust–what it is, how it travels, and how it stays with us 
through time.” Nonfiction. (School Library Journal) 
 
Sayre, April Pulley.    Woodpecker Wham 
"Enter woodpecker world and get a bird's eye view of everyday life: hiding from hawks, feeding hungry chicks, and 
drilling holes to build homes."  (Publisher) 
 
Smith, Charles Jr.    28 Days: Moments in Black History That Changed the World. 
“Three pivotal Supreme Court cases, one amendment, and 25 great men and women make for memorable entries.” 
Informational Poetry. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
 
 



Tate, Don.     Poet: The Remarkable Story of George Moses Horton 
“Tate paints a portrait of a North Carolina man who pursued his passion for language through long years of 
enslavement.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Taylor, Sean.   Goal! 
"A solid introduction to soccer, carrying with it the sport's openness to any and all.” (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Tonatiuh, Duncan.    Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the Dead Calaveras 
“Tonatiuh's Mixtec-influenced illustrations make an apt complement to this picture-book biography of one of 
Mexico's most beloved artists, José Guadalupe Posada.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Tonatiuh, Duncan.           Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation 
A decade before the landmark Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling, the family of an eight-year-old 
girl – an American citizen -- of Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage who was not allowed to attend a “Whites only” 
school filed a lawsuit and helped to end segregated education in California.  
 
Valério, Geraldo.    My Book of Birds 
"Geraldo Valério is an artist who loves birds, from majestic golden eagles and snowy owls to brilliant cardinals and 
jays to the tiniest of hummingbirds. Here he presents his favorites, with collage illustrations and brief descriptions 
that highlight facts about each one." Nonfiction. (Publisher)    
 
Wallmark, Laurie.    Ada Byron Lovelace and the Thinking Machine 
“Two hundred years after her birth in 1815, the world is finally beginning to pay attention to Ada Byron Lovelace, 
considered by many to be the inventor of computer programming.” Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Weatherford, Carole.    Sugar Hill: Harlem’s Historic Neighborhood 
“Rhyming text celebrates the Harlem neighborhoo Who Built That? series Nicholas Brothers; writer Zora Neale 
Hurston; civil rights leader W. E. B. DuBois; and lawyer Thurgood Marshall.”  (Publisher) 
 
Weitzman, David L.   Pharaoh’s Boat 
“Describes the building of Egyptian pharaoh Cheops's funeral boat.”  (Publisher) 
 
Winter, Jeannette.  Malala, A Brave Girl from Pakistan / Iqbal, A Brave Boy from Pakistan 
"Meet two brave young heroes of Pakistan who stood up for the right to freedom and education in this 
inspirational nonfiction picture book from acclaimed author-illustrator Jeanette Winter.” Nonfiction. (Publisher)  
 
Woelfle, Gretchen.   Mumbet's Declaration of Independence 
“With the words of Massachusetts colonial rebels ringing in her ears, a slave determines to win her freedom.” 
Biography. (Kirkus Reviews) 
 
Also “Who Was …” / “Who Is …” Illustrated Biography Series (various titles and authors) 
 


